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Higgs’s policy:  second look at the French immersion program

Brazilian election: an attack on democracy

Nathan Poklar 
’24 

 
Politics
Editor

New Brunswick Premier Blaine 
Higgs recently announced that his 
government would be scrapping 
the French immersion program 
by the fall of 2023. The program 
replacing French immersion will 
be focused on developing French 
conversational skills in students, 
with Higgs claiming that this is 
the most efficient way to edu-
cate students to be proficient in 
French. The truth, however, is 
that this change will only harm 
students’ abilities to become bi-
lingual, and this change may in-
crease tensions between Franco-
phones and Anglophones. 

By promising to scrap the pro-
gram by 2023, Higgs will be push-
ing through reforms that strain 

the school system and harm stu-
dents. Earlier this year, a review 
of the Official Languages Act in 
education recommended that 
French immersion be replaced 
by a universal French program 
for all students. While the re-
port acknowledged that immer-
sion makes students bilingual, it 
criticized the creation of a two-
tiered system of immersion and 
non-immersion students and the 
failure of non-immersion stu-
dents to learn French.  

The issue is that while Higgs is 
using this report to justify these 
reforms, he is not fully follow-
ing its recommendations. In the 
report, it is recommended that 

the program “is implemented 
according to a well-established 
and reasonable implementation 
timeline that minimizes disrup-
tions.” 

While the government had orig-
inally planned to implement re-
forms in 2024, taking two years 
to run pilot programs and consult 
experts, Higgs’s decision to push 
up his reforms by 2023 places 
more pressure on a school system 
that is already dealing with fund-
ing and teacher shortages. It will 
only harm students and worsen 
the quality of French education 
in the province. 

But it is not only students that will 
be harmed through this decision. 
A rushed reform of the immer-
sion program will increase ten-
sions between the Francophone 
and Anglophone communities of 
the province. Support of policies 
that promote bilingualism in the 
province are seen as a part of the 
social contract between Franco-
phones and the government. In 

many cases, a person’s only abili-
ty to become bilingual is through 
the French immersion program. 
With such a short timeline, ap-
propriate consultations with 
Francophones and education ex-
perts will be impossible. Scrap-
ping French immersion not only 
harms students but endangers 
the already rocky relationship 
between Francophones and the 
Higgs government.  

A rushed decision to replace 
French immersion in New 
Brunswick has no benefits and 
only harms bilingualism in the 
province. The new program will 
place more stress on the school 
system and linguistic tensions in 
the process. Developing an ef-
fective education program takes 
time—something that Higgs and 
his government fail to see. De-
spite the Premier’s promises that 
this decision will make students 
more proficient in French, the 
facts are clear: this new program 
is destined for failure.

Isaac Lavitt ’25
 

Copy Editor 

On October 30, Brazil’s contro-
versial far-right president Jair 
Bolsonaro was defeated after a 
close battle with former president 
Luiz Ignácio “Lula” da Silva. Lula, 
who had been jailed just years 
earlier for taking bribes, took the 
presidency with just 51% of the 
vote to Bolsonaro’s 49%, marking 
it as one Brazil’s most polarized 
elections. 

Lula helped found left-wing Bra-
zilian Worker’s Party during the 
1980s, acting as an outspoken ac-
tivist for democracy during the 
period of military dictatorship 
in the country. In 2002, after his 
third successive attempt at run-
ning for president, Lula claimed 
the presidency. During his ten-
ure, Lula led initiatives to grow 
the Brazilian economy after a re-
cession during the 1990s. How-
ever, scandals riddled his time in 

office after members of his gov-
ernment were accused of bribery. 

Lula left office in 2010, but scan-
dals regarding his administra-
tion continued piling up. This 
culminated in his sentencing to 
10 years in prison for accepting 
bribes, barring him from run-
ning for public office. However, 

Former President and Presdient-elect 
of Brazil Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva

Lula’s conviction was thrown out 
in 2019, re-opening the possibil-
ity of him running in the next 
Brazilian election. 

Bolsonaro, on the other hand, 
was a member of the right-wing 
Social Liberal Party. As Lula’s 
Worker’s Party collapsed, Bol-
sonaro capitalized on the wave of 
scandals and anti-establishment 
sentiment, winning the presi-
dency in 2019. Disparagingly 
referred to as the “Trump of the 
Tropics,” Bolsonaro was criti-
cized for his ham-handed man-
agement of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, leading to Brazil having 
one of the highest infection rates 
in the world. Bolsonaro touted 
anti-mask and anti-vax rhetoric 
often contradicting and restrict-
ing his government’s policies. 
Bolsonaro was also criticized for 
his policies towards the Amazon 
Rainforest. During his tenure, he 
cut spending for environmental 
science, fired environmental ex-
perts, and slashed enforcement 
of existing environmental pro-
tection law. This resulted in a 
loss of 35,000 square kilometres 
of rainforest, an area the size of 
Belgium.  

The 2022 election brought Lula 
and Bolsonaro head-to-head in 
one of the closest races in the 
country’s history. In the end, Lula 

bested Bolsonaro in the second 
round of voting, with a tight mar-
gin of nearly two million votes. 
However, the election results 
have been thrown into question 
by his rival, with Bolsonaro cast-
ing doubt on the results before 
and after election day.  

After his loss, Bolsonaro’s sup-
porters labelled Lula a thief and 
resisted the results of the vote, 
which displayed no signs of 
fraud. Blocking highways and 
roads, the followers have been 
calling on the military to topple 
the government and reappoint 
Bolsonaro. The electoral court 
leader, Alexandre de Moraes, at-
tacked the former president say-
ing, “it wasn’t the electronic vot-
ing that they wanted to replace, 
but the political system based on 
free voting. The intention was to 
attack democracy itself.”  

Although Lula has won the pres-
idency, there is still tension in 
Brazil. As protests continue, Lula 
will be facing an uncertain fu-
ture, leading a Brazil that is more 
polarized today than it was 20 
years ago.
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Christmas for a Filipino

“Goblin Mode”: Word of the Year 

Isaac Lavitt ’25 & Evan Peters ’25
 

Copy Editor & Contributor

“Goblin Mode” has been named 
the Word of the Year for 2022 
by the Oxford Dictionary. Tak-
ing 93% of the public vote, this 
phrase has been chosen to aptly 
encapsulate this year, standing 
beside previous years’ “toxic,” 
“climate emergency,” and “vax.” 
Meaning “A type of behaviour, 
which is unapologetically self-in-
dulgent, lazy, slovenly, or greedy, 
typically in a way that rejects 
social norms or expectations”, 
“Goblin Mode” may feel like you 
are a victim of Merriam-Web-
ster’s word of the year, “gaslight-
ing.” Beating out “Metaverse” and 

“#IStandWith,” “Goblin Mode” 
perfectly epitomizes this mud-
dled world we returned to after 
years of COVID-19.  

The origin of this phrase was on 
Twitter in 2009 but it exploded 
early this year. The phrase quick-
ly went viral after a fake headline 
reported that Julia Fox and Ye 
West separated after Fox went 
“Goblin Mode.” Since then, it 
has been used on TikTok during 
the recovery from the pandemic. 
Many people do not want to go 
back to “old normal” and are in-
stead embracing their inner leth-
argy. This word speaks to people 
as they navigate this topsy-turvy 
world we all emerged into, fading 
into our lairs after we could not 
find peace. 

Collins Dictionary’s word of the 
year also reflects this awry uni-
verse that drove so many people 
to their true goblin: “Permacri-
sis,” meaning “an extended peri-
od of instability and insecurity,” 
summarizes our year in a single 

word. With COVID-19, the cli-
mate crisis, the war in Ukraine, 
and political turmoil around the 
world, our planet is delicately 
balancing on a stiletto, and we 
have forgotten what stability and 
safety mean. 

There seems to be a link between 
Collins’s and Oxford’s choices 
summarizing our insecure exis-
tence and our coping strategies. 
While many people were eager to 
step foot outside into this strange 
new world, we are anxious and 
reluctant to change our lives 

back to the status quo. When we 
look outside, we find sadness and 
death, so we hide behind a mask, 
refusing to face the light.  

However, our world needs to 
change. Embracing the “Goblin 

Mode” is good 
in the short 
term but we 
need to adopt 
our world and 
shape it for 
the better. Al-
though we may 
feel we are in 
a permacrisis, 
we need to stop 
g a s l i g h t i n g 
ourselves, and 
instead take on 
the world to 

make it a better place. 

So, you, the reader, turn off 
your “Goblin Mode,” and be the 
change you want to see in the 
new year. 

John Ergon 
Golpe

’24 
 

Contributor

It may just be that time of year 
again for you, but for me the holi-
day spirit already arrived months 
ago. Since my home-country’s 
colonization by the Spanish in 
1521, the Philippines has pas-
sionately clung to its rich Cath-
olic roots.  

Unlike other countries that cele-
brate Christmas, Filipinos excit-
edly begin the holiday season of 
Pasko as early as the first of Sep-
tember. We fill our households 
with stunningly ornate Christ-
mas trees and turn on Christ-
mas lights that hang on our front 
porches a whole month before 
Halloween arrives. 

One distinct Filipino Christmas 
decoration is the parol, which is 
a vibrant, multi-coloured, star-
shaped lantern that hangs right 
above our front door. In our 

culture, the lantern symbolizes 
light’s victory over darkness and 
expresses our faith and goodwill 
during the holidays.

On Christmas Eve, church pews 
are filled by hundreds of Filipino 
families who are ecstatic to cele-
brate the conclusion to Advent. I 
can still remember all the times 
my family and I went to Mass 
on the night before Christmas 
throughout the years. Even when 
we celebrated Christmas abroad, 
we were always adamant to find 
a cathedral to visit so that we 
could dedicate time to reflect on 
the birth of our Lord. This was a 
family tradition that we would 

commit to before hosting Christ-
mas parties or having Christmas 
feasts. 

When strolling into a Filipino 
Christmas party, you should ex-
pect nothing but pure fun. Of 
course, that is what anyone would 
expect at any other party, much 
less a Christmas-themed one; 
however, when it comes to Fili-
pinos, you haven’t had fun until 
you come home tired from wolf-
ing down a mountain’s worth of 
lechon, kare kare, laing, and sisig, 
and dancing and singing karaoke 
for hours on end.  

Long after the holiday season is 
over, Filipinos keep their Christ-
mas decorations up for a couple 
more months into the new year. 
This is done to keep up the fes-
tive spirit for a little longer, but 
admittedly this is mostly due to 
sheer laziness, at least in my ex-
perience. There was one instance 
where my parents left our Christ-
mas tree to collect dust until Eas-
ter, which did nothing but an-
noy me as I was always met with 
an out-of-season eyesore when 
sauntering into the living room. 

Mere words cannot describe my 
love for Filipino Christmas. Not 
only does this wondrous holi-
day give me–like everyone else–
something to look forward to at 
the end of the year, but it also 
helps me connect with my family 
and my spiritual roots. I love that 
it gives my loved ones a reason to 
set their differences aside, what-
ever they may be, to gleefully in-
dulge in the Christmas cheer.  

I implore you to discover that 
cheer in your own culture, what-
ever it may look like, and to share 
it with the world. Merry Christ-
mas and Maligayang Pasko! 
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Taylor Swift strikes huge success 

St. Nicholas to Santa Claus – a history of Father Christmas

Sawyer 
Ramsay ’24

Copy Editor

On October 21, Taylor Swift, 
the singer we all know as one of 
the biggest faces of pop music, 
dropped her tenth studio album, 
smashing sales records imme-
diately. Widely acclaimed as a 
masterpiece, Midnights ampli-
fies her previous success while 
exposing a new facet of her mu-
sic. Following the release of her 
new album, she also announced 
a tour across North America, 
the first since the beginning of 
the pandemic. Ticket sales for 
this tour reached an unprec-
edented amount of demand 
causing a hassle for ticket-buy-
ers looking to get their hands 
on the coveted concert tickets. 

Midnights is Swift’s tenth studio 

album, and it explores a much 
different mood than most of 
her other work. Taylor Swift is 
famous for producing straight-
forward and catchy pop lyr-
ics, along with country songs. 

Her most recent album, however, 
seems to aim for a mystical mood 
and atmosphere, rather than try-
ing to be the most popular and 
trendy music. Midnights strays 
off the path of what is consid-
ered pop in this modern day and 
borrows aspects of old-school 
synth. Swift’s album seems to 
focus on portraying a diverse 
array of emotions throughout 
its 20 tracks. However, there are 
still many aspects of the Taylor 
Swift music that we all know.  

Taylor Swift’s new album became 
extremely successful almost in-
stantaneously after its release. 
Midnights has been Swift’s most 
successful album to this date. At 
its release, it broke the record 
for the best week for any album 
and it took to the Billboard top 

100 charts by storm, occupying 
every one of the top ten spots. 
It also had a significantly high-
er number of streams than any 
of her previous albums. Swift’s 
fame seems to be growing. In her 
last album, she reached around 
90 million streams on the day of 
its release. Midnights, however, 
managed to reach a whopping 185 
million streams on release day, 
more than double the number of 
streams of the previous album. 

To follow the success of this al-
bum, Swift is going on tour 
across North America, which 
caused an enormous problem 
for fans looking to get tickets. 

Many fans have been clamouring 
to attend one of the concerts for 
her “Eras Tour.” Taylor Swift did 
not tour after the release of her 
previous three albums: Lover, 
Folklore, and Evermore because 
of the COVID-19 Pandemic, so 
fans have been waiting in antic-
ipation for another chance to 
watch the star’s live performance. 

When the tickets first went on 
sale, Ticketmaster’s website suf-
fered worldwide outages. There 
were so many people trying to 
get tickets that the servers could 
not handle it and malfunctioned, 
making it extremely difficult for 
fans to get their hands on tickets.  

So go on Spotify, Apple Music, or 
whatever digital music app you 
use, and give it a listen. Swift’s new 
music will convince you that Mid-
nights, which topped the charts 
and overwhelmed the ticket sys-
tems for the tour, was the main 
factor that propelled Swift’s fame. 

Baljot Rai ’24

Religion & 
Deputy Editor

It is officially the Christmas sea-
son: the merriest time of the 
year! The holiday spirit is in the 
air, there’s a cheery vibe amongst 
the students, and Winter Break 
and presents are on every-
one’s minds. However, nothing 
says Christmas more than the 
world-famous Santa Claus! The 
character of Father Christmas 
has a deep and long-winded his-
tory dating back to the 3rd cen-
tury AD. Allow me to take you 
on this journey across the At-
lantic Ocean and back in time! 

The year was 270 AD and in the 
small village of Patara, located 
in Asia Minor (present-day Tur-
key), Nicholas was born, whom 
we now refer to as St. Nicholas. 
He was raised as a devout Chris-
tian by his affluent parents who 
died in an epidemic while Nich-
olas was still young. Obeying Je-

sus’s instruction to “sell what you 
own and give the money to the 
poor,” Nicholas used the entirety 
of his inheritance for the better-
ment of society and to assist the 
needy, the sick, and the suffering. 
He became known throughout 
the land for his benevolence, his 
adoration for children, and most 
importantly, his devotion to God.  

At a young age, he was made 
Bishop of Myra, and there are 
many tales and legends about 
his greatness. One of the most 
popular tells the story of a pov-
erty-stricken father and his three 
daughters. In the days of St. Nich-
olas, a woman’s father would offer 
prospective husbands something 
of value, referred to as a dowry. 
The greater the dowry, the higher 
likeliness of a woman to marry a 
wealthy man, and without a dow-
ry, it was nearly impossible to 
marry. The poor man’s daughters, 
without dowries, were to be sold 
into enslavement. However, mys-
teriously on three different occa-
sions, a bag of gold appeared in 
their home, providing them with 
a dowry sufficient for even the 
greatest husband. These bags of 
gold are said to have been tossed 

by St. Nicholas himself and were 
thrown through an open window 
into stockings left by the fire to dry 
or into empty shoes. This is the 
origin of the tradition of hanging 
up stockings on a fireplace and 
is also the source of the belief 

that St. Nicholas was a gift-giver.  
Another popular tale of St. Nich-
olas shows him as being the sav-
iour and protector of children. 
Long after his death, on the eve 
of his feast day, a group of pirates 
from Crete looted the Church 
of St. Nicholas and abducted a 
young boy named Basilios to en-

slave him. Basilios became the 
cupbearer of the ruler of Crete, 
since he did not know the lan-
guage and therefore could not 
understand the king’s conversa-
tions. Basilios’s parents were dev-
astated at the abduction of their 
son and spent the whole year in 
sorrow and grief. When St. Nich-
olas’s next feast came by, they 
chose to not join the festivities 
but rather have a simple obser-
vance at home, for the grief was 
too much to tolerate. Meanwhile, 
on the same day, while Basilios 
was fulfilling his duties and serv-
ing the king, he was whisked up 
and taken away by the heavenly 
figure of St. Nicholas. Then, St. 
Nicholas appeared to Basilios and 
blessed him, sending him back to 
his home in Myra. Upon seeing 
their son, still holding the king’s 
golden cup, Basilios’s parents 
were overjoyed, and this was the 
origin of St. Nicholas being the 
protector and patron of children.  

St. Nicholas is also the patron saint 
of sailors and voyagers. During 
a pilgrimage to the Holy land, 
he saved a large crew of sailors 
from being victims of shipwreck. 
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The sailors, recognizing St. Nich-
olas as their patron, spread his 
greatness and glory all through-
out Europe. His story, however, 
did not reach North America until 
the 18th century, the beginning of 
the evolution of St. Nicholas into 
who we now know as Santa Claus.  

St. Nicholas first started to ap-
pear in American popular cul-
ture towards the end of the 18th 
century. In December 1773 and 
again in December 1774, a New 
York newspaper reported the 
gathering of Dutch families to 
celebrate his feast day on Decem-
ber 6. These articles reported his 
name to be “Sinterklaas,” a short-
ened form of the Dutch term 
used to refer to Saint Nicholas. 

As time passed, in 1804, John 
Pintard, a member of the New 
York Historical Society, distrib-
uted woodcuts of Saint Nicholas 
at the society’s annual meeting. 
These woodcuts included en-
gravings of the now familiar San-
ta images, including stockings 

filled with toys and treats hung 
over a fireplace. The concept of 
Sinterklaas was further popu-
larized in 1809, when Washing-
ton Irving, an American author, 
referred to Saint Nicholas as the 
patron saint of New York in his 
book, The History of New York.  

Due to the massive surge in pop-

ularity of “Sinterklaas,” compa-
nies decided to use this figure as 
a potential advertisement tool 

to market their products. Stores 
began to advertise Christmas 
shopping in the 1820s, and by 
the 1840s, newspapers were con-
sistently creating separate sec-
tions for holiday advertisements. 

The rejuvenation of the tradition 
of Christmas gift-giving occurred, 
and images of the newly popular 
“Sinterklaas,” whose name even-
tually became anglicised into 
“Santa Claus,” were appearing 
everywhere. Since then, media, 
literature, and art have heavi-
ly influenced the development 
of Father Christmas’s character. 

One example is Clement Clarke 
Moore’s 1822 Christmas poem 
titled “A Visit from St. Nicholas”, 
better known as “’Twas the Night 
Before Christmas.” This poem de-
picted Santa Claus as a “right jol-
ly old elf ” with the supernatural 
ability to ascend a chimney at a 
mere nod of his head! This poem 
also helped to popularize the de-
piction of Santa flying from house 
to house on Christmas Eve, led 

by eight flying reindeer, to leave 
presents for deserving children. 

In 1881, political cartoonist 
Thomas Nast drew on Moore’s 
poem and gave us our modern 
image of Santa Claus. In his image, 
Santa was depicted as a rotund, 
cheerful man with a full, white 
beard, and holding a sack full of 
toys for lucky and well-behaved 
children. Nast is also attribut-
ed with giving Santa his bright 
red suit, trimmed with white 
fur, his North Pole workshop, 
elves, and his wife, Mrs. Claus. 

Since then, Santa Claus has been 
and continues to be an iconic 
figure used to represent this joy-
ous holiday and will be celebrat-
ed for many decades to come!

Crusaders crowned as WHSFL ANAVETS Bowl champions 

Luke Perrett ’24

Sports Editor

The St. Paul’s Crusaders Football 
program entered this season fol-
lowing a disappointing ending in 
2021, but they were back better 
than ever. The program, begun 
in 1931, has seen many champi-
onships in its decorated history. 
However, the school had not won 
the ANAVETS Bowl Champion-
ship since 2019 due to a COVID 
season off, and Vincent Massey 
captured the title last year.  

The Crusaders were a perfect 
7-0 heading into the final game 
of the regular season against the 
Dakota Lancers, with a few spe-
cial wins along the way. The first 
of these was a season opener win 
visiting Vincent Massey, one that 
would set the tone for the rest of 
the season. The second was a win 
against Dakota, which turned 
out to be the first of the three 
matchups with them through-
out the year. Lastly, there was the 
homecoming win over Vincent 
Massey on October 14, 2022.

Here’s what quarterback Cole 
Anseeuw ’24 had to say about 
the experience: “It was amaz-
ing, everyone coming togeth-
er to play the game we love. All 
the guys playing their hearts 
out, and reflecting back, [it] re-
ally came as a shock knowing 
that I only have one homecom-
ing left at St. Paul’s to play in. 
Even though it was a close game, 
we still got the win [making] 
the great memories with each 
other that will last a lifetime.”

Dario Macchia ’23 makes a tackle

As mentioned, the record was 
perfect when heading into week 
8, although a surprise 29-19 loss 
to Dakota ended the streak. De-
spite the tough loss, the Cru-
saders were able to pull them-
selves together and take down 
Oak Park 22-13 at Investors 
Group Field in the semi-finals. 

This led them to the “final stage”: 
the ANAVETS Bowl on Novem-
ber 12th. It was a scenic view 

for a Winnipeg High School 
Football game as snow swiftly 
dropped from the sky and cov-
ered the field while fans braved 
the cold winds in the stands.  

Late in the first quarter, An-
seeuw ’24 threw a long pass to 
Porter Holland ’23, who was able 
to bring it into the end zone to 
give the Crusaders the lead. In a 
similar fashion, Dakota brought 
one to the house with minimal 
time left in the second quarter, to 
make the game 8-8 heading into 
halftime. Late in the third quar-
ter, Dhevin Gajaweera ’23 ran 
one in for another touchdown to 
put the Crusaders up 15-8. Half-
way through the fourth quar-
ter, Dakota made a field goal to 
bring them 3 points closer, but 
neither team made a change to 
the scoreboard, and the Cru-
saders were able to hold their 
15-11 lead until the final play. 

Here’s what coach Dainard ’88 
had to say about the season: “For 
the grade 11s and 12s on the Var-
sity football team, their St. Paul’s 
journey, and more specifically 
their football journey was dis-
rupted—like everything else—
by COVID-19. After a cancelled 
season in 2020 and an abbreviat-
ed season in 2021, the grade 11s 
and 12s on the Varsity football 

team did a great job of working 
hard in the off-season to prepare 
for the 2022 season. Throughout 
the season, players and coach-
es worked very hard to improve 
each week so that we could per-
form well when it mattered most. 
Congratulations to the members 
of the 2022 Varsity Crusader 
Foortball team on a great season.” 

Gajaweera ’23 earned himself 
offensive player of the game. As 
well, other teammates making 
the all-division team, including: 
Cole Anseeuw ’24 (Quarter-
back), Kiernan MacDonald ’23 
(Offensive Line), Brandon Ku-
bay ’24 (Receiver), Izzy Opanu-
bi ’23 (Defensive Line), Njita 
Sinkala ’24 (Defensive Back), 
Eamon Wallace ’23 (Defen-
sive Back), and Dario Macchia 
’23 (Linebacker) who also won 
defensive player of the year. 
Here’s what Macchia ’23 had to 
say about the season as a whole: 
“The season in its entirety was a 
great experience with a special 
group of guys. We all showed 
up day in and day out and over-
came adversity in the end.” 

With strong offence, strong de-
fense, a great coach, and a col-
laborative and encouraging 
team, the Crusaders were able to 
show what true champions are. 
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Social media and brain development in children 

Christmas and the environment

Rodmehr 
Filizadeh ’25

Contributor

With the boom of social me-
dia platforms in recent years, it 
would be difficult to find people 
who have not heard of appli-
cations such as Instagram and 
TikTok. These applications have 
allowed for a new level of inter-
action, primarily when in-per-
son contact is not possible.  

Unfortunately, these popular 
platforms impact brain devel-
opment and the cognitive func-
tioning of children. Social media 
platforms are designed to keep 
the user engaged for prolonged 
periods of time by showing vid-
eos around thirty seconds long. 
TikTok, and spinoffs like Insta-
gram Reels, selects these videos 
using an algorithm which pools 

past user actions to tailor fol-
lowing videos to the user’s tastes. 
The algorithm endlessly supplies 
new videos for the user, trapping 
them in a hypnotic state eager 
to see each novel clip. This re-
sults in uninterrupted, long pe-
riods of time spent on the app.  

The number of children on these 
platforms is constantly rising 
and watching hours of these 
short videos could have devas-
tating impacts on their atten-
tion span and cognitive ability. 

These apps cause children to 
have a weaker ability to concen-
trate and negatively impact their 
capability to work effectively and 
efficiently. Both skills are of par-

amount importance through the 
years of education young children 
have ahead of them and work 
beyond that in their adult life. 

These platforms can also be very 
harmful since they share the same 
addictive qualities as gambling, 
which is why children’s exposure 
to these apps is particularly con-
cerning. The ability of an adult 
to manage time and resources 
is simply stronger than that of a 
child, leaving children vulnera-
ble to prolonged periods of ex-
posure to the underlying dan-
gers of social media platforms. 

Despite considerable downsides, 
it is not all bad news. Social media 
platforms such as Snapchat, Ins-
tagram, and TikTok can be key to 
helping people stay in touch and 
maintain relationships which are 
essential to brain development. 

Social media became an as-
set during the pandemic, help-
ing younger people stay in 
contact in times of great wor-

ry, a time when physical con-
tact was simply unattainable.  

The real question when it comes 
to social media is: how can we 
incorporate social media into 
our lives in a healthy manner? 

The answer is to track time spent 
using social media and to use 
them moderately. Instagram 
and TikTok both have built-
in mechanisms that allow you 
to set a time limit notification, 
and both iOS and Android al-
low users to set time limits for 
apps. These are easy and healthy 
practices that limit the time 
spent on social media and pro-
mote productivity and safety.  

With increasing user numbers, 
including more children, it is of 
the utmost importance to prior-
itize the health of youth in the 
face of a great threat to cogni-
tive function and development.  

Baljot Rai ’24

Deputy & 
Religion Editor

It’s Christmas, the official sea-
son of overindulging, feasting, 
unwrapping presents and be-
decking every corner of our 
homes with festive decorations. 
Yet have you ever considered 
the impact that your Christmas 
celebrations have on our planet? 
All the gifts we buy and give cer-
tainly aren’t gifts to our planet. 
Christmas has been proven to be 
considerably more environmen-
tally unsustainable as opposed 
to any other time of the year.  

While the holiday season can cer-
tainly take a bite out of your wal-
let, the long-term impacts of the 
season on the environment are 
considerably more detrimental. 
Zero Waste Canada, a non-profit 
grass-roots organization which 
works towards ending wasteful-
ness through literacy, reports that 
in Canada, over 400 000 tonnes 
of waste are generated from 
gift-wrapping each year.  Addi-
tionally, six million rolls of tape 
are  used to wrap up Christmas 
presents each year, and because 
of all  the feasts and decorations 
associated with this “merry” sea-
son, household waste increases 
by nearly 25% during December. 
The worst part of this is that after 
6 months, only 1% of what the av-
erage Canadian buys is in use, as 
the other 99% has been discard-
ed. In the long term, these exor-

bitant amounts 
of wastes gen-
erated by the 
Christmas sea-
son contrib-
ute to plastic 
pollution, be 
it in our wa-
terbodies or 
microplastics 

in our bloodstream. Lead from 
battery disposal has poisoned 
millions of children in devel-
oping countries, and to keep up 
with consumer demands, uneth-
ical sweatshops have been plagu-
ing developing nations. While 
it’s unreasonable to opt out of 
consumerism, we should severe-
ly re-consider our approach to 
Christmas shopping and how 
we celebrate the holiday season. 

First, consider quality over 
quantity. Consider gifting some-
thing that someone is likely to 
cherish for an extended period 
of time, as opposed to a mul-
titude of items which will end 
up in the landfill shortly after. 
Also opt for presents which are 
free of single-use plastics, and 
are biodegradable or recyclable. 

Second, consider buying lo-
cal. Most of our products come 
from halfway around the world, 
which contributes to greenhouse 
emissions due to transportation. 
Supporting local businesses is 
beneficial to both our econom-
ic health, and the health of our 
planet. Furthermore, Christmas 
presents don’t always have to 

be physical items; experiences 
can be just as—if not more—
fulfilling. A membership to 
the Canadian Museum for Hu-
man Rights or an Audible sub-
scription are wonderful ideas. 

Third, avoid using shiny or 
glossy wrapping paper, and in-
stead consider using recycla-
ble wrapping paper or brown 
paper instead. After all, it’s 
what’s inside that matters. 

When it comes to Christmas trees, 
which are also reputed for being 
large sources of wastes, consider 
purchasing a locally grown tree, 
or just renting one out for the 
season. If you’re alright with hav-
ing a Christmas tree around all 
year, consider buying a Norfolk 
Island pine, which looks quite 
like an evergreen conifer, but is 
smaller and flourishes indoors. 
All these options are much more 
sustainable than the traditionally 
used Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) 
trees, made from the ‘grinchiest’ 
plastic, which have to be used at 
least 17-20 times to keep their 
emissions to a minimum. This 
Christmas season, consider giv-
ing back to the planet as well. 
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WestJet’s narrow-body Jet problem

Suryakumar Yadav – the finest batsman in cricket

Rodmehr 
Filizadeh ’25

Contributor

Canada’s second largest airline, 
WestJet, is currently in the pro-
cess of modernizing its fleet. Un-
fortunately, they may have over-
looked some consequences of 
their changing fleet composition. 

Recently, WestJet has begun to 
retire their older Boeing 737-
700 planes to avoid renewing 
leases and because they are eco-
nomically inefficient. Through-
out 2020 and 2021, WestJet also 
retired all their 737-600s from 
their fleet. Both removals were 
to modernize and move to larger, 
modern, narrow-bodied aircraft, 
but the aircraft are the root of a 
potentially major issue for the 
company. The issue with West-
Jet’s fleet is that it has two aircraft 

with wildly different capacities. 

WestJet’s domestic fleet is com-
prised of two types of aircraft: 
the De Havilland Dash 8-400, 
which is a regional airplane, and 
the Boeing 737, which serves 
all of WestJet’s other domestic 
flights. The newer variants of the 
737 that WestJet uses are the 737-
800/MAX 8s. These planes have 
a capacity of around 174 seats. 

As WestJet continues to remove 
737-700s from their fleet, they 
will incur a rapidly growing gap 
in passenger capacity between 
the newer 737-800/MAX 8 air-
craft and the old Dash 8-400s, 
which only have a capacity of 
78. That is a gap of 96 seats. The 
737-600 and 737-700 aircrafts 
WestJet retired carried 112 and 
130 passengers, respectively. 

Unlike in the United States, not 
all Canadian routes can fill a 737-
800/MAX 8, but many would still 
have greater demand than a sin-
gle Dash 8-400 could supply. This 

means WestJet will incur greater 
fuel costs per passenger because 
they may fly a partially empty air-
craft or need to allocate multiple 
smaller aircraft to a single route. 

While the problem is exacerbat-

ed when we consider that West-
Jet is retiring more Dash 8-400s, 
WestJet did try to rectify the sit-
uation by ordering some of the 
smallest variants of the new gen-
eration MAX aircraft, the 737 
MAX 7s. However, WestJet has 
not received any of these, and 
there’s been no mention of the 
order, which may indicate the 
order changed to request differ-

ent MAX variants. The MAX 7 
would not be a direct fix either, 
as it seats 142 seats, placing it 
closer to the 737-800s/MAX 8s 
than the retiring Dash 8-400s.  

WestJet’s order of 737 MAX 10 
aircraft which 
seat over 200 
people indi-
cates they are 
unwilling to 
move away 
from the 737s 
that make up all 
their domestic 
fleet outside the 
regional Dash 
8. Furthermore, 

WestJet’s problem puts them fur-
ther behind the already domi-
nant Air Canada, whose much 
larger fleet includes the Airbus 
A220, an aircraft that would solve 
WestJet’s problem as it seats 125 
people. Evidently, there is almost 
certainly still a place for a plane 
smaller than the 737 that WestJet 
so loyally has built its fleet with.

Harneet 
Sahni ’24

Contributor

When talking about cricket, the 
first thing that comes to mind 
are the images of several re-
cord-breaking batsmen from 
previous decades. Don Bradman, 
Shane Warne, Sachin Tendulkar, 
Imran Khan, Brian Lara, and sev-
eral other exceptional players have 
records that are unbeaten to date. 

Will these records ever be broken? 
Is there any batsman who can go 
beyond these elite players? Yes.  

Various talents from across the 
world have exhibited the hidden 
dexterity of numerous players 
during the recent T20 ICC World 
Cup (T20I). One of the top bats-
men throughout the tournament 
was India’s newly recruited Sury-
kumar Yadav, nicknamed SKY. 

Achieving a rating of 890, he 
was ranked at the top of the 

International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) leaderboard just 
above Pakistan’s Mohammad 
Rizwan with an 836 rating. 

After T20I, SKY cemented his 
position at the top after his stu-
pendous batting against New 
Zealand in the second T20I, 
when he scored a whopping 111 
runs off simply 51 balls. Due to 
his tremendous batting perfor-
mance, the team had an extreme-
ly comfortable 65-run victory.  

Suryakumar Yadav was not 
only the best performer 
during the tournament, but 

he also set several records. 

First, he was the second bats-
man to hit two centuries in a 

calendar year in 2022 T20I. 

Second, he had the second most 
50+ scores in the World Cup this 
year. Last, he is the first non-open-
ing batsman to have scored more 
than 1000 T20I runs in a year. 

These records positioned 
him as a prodigiously suc-
cessful batsman throughout 
the 2022 T20I Wprld Cup.  

Suryakumar Yadav is current-
ly the number one T20I ranked 
batsman in the world. SKY is 
in his prime, and this was seen 
at the T20I, where he demon-
strated a miraculous gameplay. 

In T20I cricket, he has played over 
40 innings so far and has scored 
approximately 1400 runs with an 
average of over 44.0 and a strike 
rate close to a whopping 180. 

He is playing phenomenally right 
now, although there are sever-
al other players like Chris Gay-
le, AB de Villiers, and Sachin 
Tendulkar who have records 
that are still unbeaten today. 

SKY cannot be considered as the 
best player of all time since it will 
take him a while to reach the level 
of these legends; however, he does 
remain the best batsman today.
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NBA Christmas Day preview 

Conor McGregor: return of “The Notorious”? 

Luke Perrett ’24

Sports Editor

Christmas is always a great 
time for NBA fans. This year, 
six matches will take place on 
Christmas Day with stars like 
LeBron, Curry, Dončić, and An-
tetokounmpo all suiting up for 
their respective teams. These 
games will not only be entertain-
ing, but also important to each 
team’s position in the standings.  

The first game of the day will take 
place at 11:00 a.m., at the Bar-
clays Center as the Knicks host 
the 76ers. As of December 17, 
both teams share a very similar 
record, sitting just above the .500 
mark in the Eastern conference. 

PPG leader Julius Randle and 
Canadian RJ Barrett will look to 
lead New York to a victory over 
Joel Embid and James Harden. 
Due to the sheer struggle in point 
production from their stars, it is 
most likely the 76ers will fall short 
to the Knicks to open the day. 

The second game of the day, 
at 1:30 p.m., sees a struggling 
Lakers team visit the medio-
cre Mavericks squad. Lebron 
has been doing what he’s always 
done, score, but Anthony Da-
vis has been playing decent-
ly as well. Moreover, to Lakers’ 
fans surprise, Russel Westbrook 
has improved from last season. 

If they can get some depth scoring 
going for them, it is quite uncon-

troversial to say that they can take 
down the one-man show of the 
Mavericks led by Luka Dončić. 

The third game brings us back 
to the East, where Giannis 
and the Bucks visit the Celt-
ics at 4:00 p.m. As of Decem-
ber 17, the teams sit in the top 
two spots in the conference. 

Giannis averages 32 points per 
game, but others like Holiday 
and Portis have been helping 
with scoring as well. As for the 
Celtics, Tatum and Brown have 
looked great together, but call-
ing Blake Griffin’s play awful 
would be an understatement. I 
think with help from Holiday, the 
Bucks can take down the Celtics. 

The fourth game, at 7:00 p.m., 
will see Ja Morant and the Griz-
zlies battle with the star-studded 
Golden State Warriors, whose 
weakness is their short bench. 
The Grizzlies sit second in the 
West, with the Warriors far be-
hind. Curry, Green, Poole, Wig-

gins, and Thompson will put on 
a show, and they do have a his-
tory of playing well on Christ-
mas Day. So, for that reason, 
I am going to say that Golden 
State will take the underdog win. 

At 9:30 p.m., to close out the night, 
the Suns will travel to the Rocky 
Mountains to take on the Nuggets, 
a possible Western Conference 
Final matchup this postseason. 

Devin Booker leads the Suns 
averaging 27 PPG, but five oth-
er players including Chris Paul 
have contributed an average of 
10 or more PPG, which has led 
the Suns to first in the Pacif-
ic division. Jokić is averaging 
23.5 PPG, Jamal Murray, Aar-
on Gordon, and Michael Por-
ter Jr. have all averaged over 15 
PPG. With three other players 
who have averaged over ten per 
game, the strong offence could 
lead the Nuggets over the Suns.

John Ergon 
Golpe ’24

Contributor

On Thursday, October 27th, 
Conor McGregor, known more 
popularly in the MMA communi-
ty as “The Notorious,” announced 
in an Instagram livestream his 
plans to return to the UFC by ear-
ly 2023. However, there are still 
some hurdles he must face before 
he can get back in the Octagon. 

Following a serious injury at UFC 
264, last year, in which McGre-
gor fractured his leg while fight-
ing against Dustin Poirier, the 
former featherweight and light-
weight champion took a year-
long competing hiatus to heal. It 
was during this period of recov-
ery that he managed to complete-
ly transform his body despite his 
injury, bulking up considerably 
in preparation for his comeback. 

There has been tremendous back-
lash towards his new physique; 

however, many of McGregor’s ri-
vals – particularly one vocal light-
weight contender named Justin 
Gaethje – have accused McGregor 

of using performance-enhancers. 
At the UFC 280 post-fight press 
conference, UFC president Dana 
White revealed that McGre-
gor will be required to conduct 
the United States Anti-Doping 
Agency (USADA) drug tests 
for six months before mak-
ing his comeback into the ring. 

It is a concern that the 34-year-
old fighter, who was one of the 
most tested athletes last year 
with a yearly record of elev-

en tests, has not undergone any 
this year due to his recovery. 
McGregor has been ambiguous as 
to when he will return to testing. 

Conor McGre-
gor’s come-
back may be 
pushed back 
nine months 
due to his com-
mitment to the 
film industry. 

Currently in 
the Domin-
ican Repub-
lic, he, along 
with co-star 
Jake Gyllen-

haal, is in the process of shoot-
ing an Amazon remake of the 
1989 action-thriller Road House. 
McGregor has stated that once 
production for the film has 
wrapped, he will return to his 
training regimen: “That will give 
me a good couple of months 
to prepare for a UFC match.” 

Regarding whom he will fight next, 
McGregor has been rumoured to 
have numerous comeback oppo-
nents, such as Gaethje, Micheal 

Chandler, and Charles Oliveira. 

“The Notorious” himself has ex-
pressed interest in either bold-
ly challenging welterweight 
champion Kamaru Usman or 
Islam Makhachev for the light-
weight championship title as 
his first fight post-recovery. 

However, in an episode of The 
Fight Card Podcast, boxing icon 
Mike Tyson and former UFC 
flyweight and bantam champion 
Henry Cejudo advised McGregor 
to compete in some gimme fights, 
preferably one with UFC veter-
an Tony Ferguson, to warm him 
up for more competitive bouts. 

Although it is apparent that 
the UFC fighter who shook the 
world in his 2013 debut is well 
on his way to returning to the 
cage, it is unlikely that he will be 
making his comeback in the fore-
seeable future. With scheduling 
conflicts and performance con-
cerns, expect to see Mystic Mac 
return late 2023 or early 2024.
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A disappointing season for the Bombers

A Christmas message on behalf of students

Sawyer
Ramsay ’24

Copy Editor

Another season is over for the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers. Howev-
er, unlike recent years, the Bomb-
ers had a rather unfortunate turn 
of events during their Grey Cup fi-
nal game. The Bombers did won-
derfully throughout the season 
but were unable to defend their 
title as the Grey Cup champs. 

The Bombers started the season 
with an amazing roster of some 
of the best current players in the 
CFL. However, the Bombers lost 
their previous running back, An-
drew Harris, who had played for 
the team during their two-year 
win streak. Harris was an amaz-
ing player, but he was released 
from the Bombers and later chose 
to join the Toronto Argonauts 

as the Bombers did not want 
to pay him what he expected. 

The Bombers managed to re-
sign one of their former running 
backs,  Brady Oliveira, for the 
2022 and 2023 seasons. Olivei-
ra fit right in with the team and 
led the league this year for the 
most rushing yards. Another im-
portant addition to the team this 
season was wide receiverDalton 
Schoen. This rookie managed 
to top the league with the most 
receiving yards, as well as the 
most receiving touchdowns (16).
  

Throughout their regular season, 
the Bombers played fantastical-
ly. With this solid lineup, they 
dominated the field both offen-

sively and defensively. Although 
many of their games were close 
in score, they wrapped up their 
regular season with a record 
of 15 wins and only 3 losses. 

Their offense was highlight-
ed by players like receiver Dal-
ton Schoen, running back 
Brady Oliveira, receivers Nic 
Demski and Rasheed Bai-
ley, offensive lineman Stanley 
Bryant, and their outstand-
ing quarterback Zach Collaros. 

Their defensive line was high-
lighted by players like Willie 
Jefferson, Adam Bighill, Jack-
son Jeffcoat and several more. 
All in all, their regular sea-
son was phenomenal and they 
went into the post-season as the 
number one team in the league.  

During their post-season, the 
Bombers started off with a bye 
past the Western Semi-Final into 
the Western Final due to their 
amazing regular season. Win-
nipeg was able to overcome the 

BC Lions with a final score of 
28-20. This qualified them for 
the 2022 Grey Cup final game 
against the Toronto Argonauts. 

Things were looking good at this 
point: they were ranked first in 
their regular season, they made it 
to the Grey Cup final game, and 
they were the reigning cham-
pions over the past two years. 

It therefore came as a disap-
pointment when the Bombers 
lost by one point with a score 
of 24-23 against the Argonauts. 
The Bombers had a chance to 
tie the game up if their kicker, 
Marc Liegghio, had not missed 
the one-point conversion. 

It was certainly an unpredict-
able season for the Bombers. 
They seemed strong through-
out the season but did not car-
ry all the way through to the 
victory. All we can do is pray 
that their loss will fuel their de-
sire to regain the Grey Cup. 

Carter 
Shippam ’23

Student 
Council 
Member

Dear St. Paul’s, 

The long-awaited Christmas 
season is picking up into full 
swing and it is my pleasure to 
represent Student Council to 
say a few final words before 
school is dismissed for the most 

magical holiday of the year.  

It is safe to say that December is 
a busy month when it comes to 
work load at school during the 
final few weeks. But there is no 
better feeling then a crisp snowy 
Christmas morning. It is an un-
derstatement to say that it makes 
all of your hard work worth it. 

Over the past few years, the pan-
demic has made it a challenge 
for us to gather with our loved 
ones over the holidays, but it is 
now a point in time where it is 
safe to sit down with those we 

love. I have really learned over 
the past three years that this is 
not something to take for grant-
ed, and the Student Council will 
share my sentiments in our ef-
forts to fully bring normalcy and 
school spirit back to St. Paul’s.  

Aside from a long-awaited 
break, Christmas is also about 
celebrating the birth of Christ. 
It is important to remember 
what Christmas is really about: 
our common faith in Jesus, and 
the blessing of his nativity. As 
His Holiness the Pope stated: 
“Christmas is the feast of love in-

carnate and born for us in Jesus 
Christ. He is the light of mankind 
shining in the darkness, giving 
meaning to human existence 
and to the whole of history.” 

I, on behalf of myself, Stu-
dent Council President Jacob 
Brisebois, Vice President Noah 
Friesen, and the St. Paul’s High 
School 2022-2023 Student 
Council, wish you all a blessed 
Advent and Merry Christmas. 

Carter Shippam 
Student Relations

Caleb Pereira 
’23

President of 
M&W Society

Happy Holidays St. Paul’s,

On   behalf   of   the   Maroon   &   
White  Society,  I  would  like  to  
thank  everyone  for  your  con-
tinued support. As we emerge 
from the pandemic, more people 
are in need of our help and sup-
port than ever.  The  Maroon  &  

White  recognizes  our  school’s  
importance  in  providing  for  
those  in  need  during these 
times. Our goal has been  to  be  
a  light  in  such  trying  times: to 
lead with hope and faith.

Our   efforts   to   work   along-
side   groups like Our Place/Chez 
Nous, Thrive Community Sup-
port Circle,  Honouring  Indige-
nous  Peoples   Committee   of   
the   Rotary   Club of Winnipeg, 
and Kids Help Phone  have  all  
been  focused  on  providing for 
the heavily stricken parts of so-
ciety. With the help we have re-

ceived through donations and  
volunteerism,  St.  Paul’s  has  
been  able  to  provide  a  needed  
Servant  Leadership  for  our  city.
The    Maroon    &    White    Soci-
ety   is   incredibly   thankful   for   
your   kindness   and   generosity   
as  we  strive  to  walk  with  those  
in  need.  It  is  because  of  your  
generosity   that   we   have   been   
able  to  leave  a  positive  impact.  
We   will   continue   our   mission   
to  be  a  light  into  the  new  year. 

I,  on  behalf  of  myself,  Maroon  
&  White  Vice  President  Jack-
son  Lachaine,   and   The   Ma-

roon   &   White Society wish you 
a blessed Advent,  Happy  Holi-
days,  and  a  Merry  Christmas.  
In  this  season  of  giving,  let  us  
reflect  upon  our  mission and be 
a light for others. 

Sincerely,

Caleb Pereira
President of the Maroon & 
White Society
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Student Showcase: artwork
. 

Mehtoj Gill ’26

Contributor

Tristan Whelan 
’26

Contributor

Charalampos 
Storozuk ’26

Contributor
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Student Showcase: The Talent Show!

Fork in a Can The Rewind Band

Denny Yu ’23 (Piano and Singing)

11

Jackson Lachaine ’23 (Guitar and Singing)

Jed Borillo ’23, Benedict Cordove ’23, Oscar Lavitt ’23 (Dancing)

Derek Barrientos ’26 (Guitar and Singing) Siwon Jengsuksavat ’23 (Violin) and Emcee Caleb Pereira ’23



Merry Christmas: a letter from the Editor

Ilia Mehr 
Bakhsh ’23 

 
Chief 
Editor

Dear St. Paul’s,

It is that time of year with the 
most pleasant moments spent 
with loved ones by a burning log, 
on a snowy day, listening to car-
ols, and the smell of pine from 
the tree that catches your atten-
tion. It’s Christmas.

In the past few years, Christ-
mas had lost some of its magic; 
we were restricted from gather-
ing with loved ones due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We have, 
however, learnt that through all 
the dark days—perhaps relative-
ly darker Christmases—the sun 
will rise again, and the seasons 
will change. These past few years 
have shown us that we are able 

to fight through the toughest of 
times.

During the blessed season of 
Advent and Christmas, we re-
flect and take example from the 
brave people of Ukraine who 
have fought with faith and love 
for one another and for their 
nation. Ukrainians continue to 
fight against all odds for the sake 
of freedom, independence, and a 
bright future. 

We can take example from the 
brave women of Iran named as 
TIME’s “Heroes of the Year” who 
have chanted the powerful words 
“woman, life, freedom” for the 
sake of dignity and freedom for 
themselves and their compatri-
ots. 

Anywhere in the world—even 
the most hostile of regions—peo-
ple continue to lead by courage, 
love, and, above all, hope. Hope, 
love, peace, and joy are at the core 
of what Christmas truly means, 
and, of course, at the core of the 

Christmas story.

As Her Majesty our Late Queen 
said in her final Christmas mes-
sage, “with the birth of a child, 
there is a new dawn of endless po-
tential.” Indeed, we can take ex-
ample from Christ who became 
our role model to lead with love, 
and with faith. He showed us that 
with faith, anything is possible, 
and there is no limit to our po-
tential. Christmas reminds us to 
rejoice, and to remember that all 
that is and all that we are is for 
the greater glory of God. 

We are proud of our Christmas 
Issue this year, and we hope you 
enjoy reading it. Please also con-
sider checking out thecrusad-
ernews.ca where you can find the 
full Issue, as well as previous Is-
sues.

I, on behalf of myself and The 
Crusader News, wish you a bless-
ed Advent and a very Merry 
Christmas. May your new year 
dreams come true, and let us re-

member to leave a peppermint 
stick for old St. Nick.
Merry Christmas,

Ilia Mehr Bakhsh

Editor-in-Chief of The Crusader 
News.
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Across 
2.  A Christmas ballet written by Tchaikovsky 
5.  The name of Taylor Swift’s new album 
6.  It starred Macauley Culkin as Kevin McCallister 
9.  He was born on Christmas Day 
10.  January 1 
12.  The day after Christmas 
14.  Suryakumar Yadav plays this sport 
15.  He wears a red suit and a hat 
16.  The company that designed the 737 Max 
17.  The Collins Dictionary’s word of the year 

Down 
1.  The original name of Santa Claus 
3.  ___ the Night Before Christmas 
4.  You leave them out for the reindeer 
7.  His recording of “Blue Christmas” is considered legendary 
8.  The new president of Brazil 
11.  The country of T’Challa, Shuri, and Queen Ramodia 
13.  The Oxford Dictionary’s word of the 
year 
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