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The 2022 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Report
Sixth Assessment Report” on February 28, 2022.
Baljot Rai ’24
Contributor

Climate change is a global phenomenon, impacting the world in
diverse ways. Droughts are causing
food shortages, acid rain is causing complications in the fishing
industry, and poverty is greatly
increasing. Analyzing and assessing the impacts of climate change
on ecosystems, biodiversity, and
human communities at the regional
and global levels, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) released the “IPCC WGII

The IPCC is the United Nations’
body for assessing the science
related to climate change, and its
impacts on the globe. 3,675 pages
long, and consisting of 18 chapters,
this report discusses the climate
change impacts, risks, and adaptations, taking into consideration
both climatic and non-climatic
global trends. While summarizing
nearly 4,000 pages of content is
unfeasible, I have below outlined
some major alarming discoveries
made by this report.
Climate change has and will continue to cause major disruptions
in all regions of the world. Even
though there has only been 1.1
degrees Celsius
of warming until
this date, withering droughts,
extreme heat, and
record-breaking
floods have already threatened
food security and
livelihood for
millions of people. Since 2008,

Re-nuclearize Germany
Ben Swistun ’22
Contributor

they have chosen to replace their
nuclear energy with coal, which
is less efficient in every way. But
what started this devolution of
the German power grid?

In the 1980s, the Green Party
started as an anti-nuclear energy
party. In the early 2000s, they
formed a minority government
Energy production is something with the Social Democratic
North Americans take for grant- Party (SPD). Initially, they had
ed, but the effects of reliance on little impact and nuclear energy
hostile powers’ power is felt right remained. But in 2011, things
now across the Western world.
began to change. After the FukuDespite Canada’s high gas prices, shima nuclear powerplant disaswe are relatively unscathed com- ter in Japan, people were becompared to Germany.
ing more skeptical of nuclear
energy.
Thanks to political pressure
against nuclear power, Germany
is heavily reliant on domestic
coal and oil imported from Russia to power its energy grid.
In 2002, Germany’s power
grid consisted of 22.4% nuclear power and nuclear energy
was their second largest energy
source just behind coal. Yet as of
2021, nuclear energy produces
only 8.1% of their power and
coal use has increased. Germany’s power grid has made
large strides in other forms of
renewable energy; however,

devastating floods and storms have
displaced 20 million people from
their homes each year, and since
1961, crop productivity growth in
Africa has shrunk by a third due to
climate change. Over the next decade alone, 32 to 132 million more
people will be forced into extreme
poverty as a result.
In addition to having various effects on the landscape of the Earth,
climate change may also have
significant negative impacts on our
health. Climate change is expected
to cause approximately 250,000 additional deaths per year from 2030
to 2050, because of malnutrition,
malaria, and heat stress.
Higher temperatures are enabling
the rapid spread of vector-borne
diseases, such as the West Nile
virus, Lyme disease, and malaria, as
well as water-borne diseases such
as cholera. These startling factors
indicate that change must be made
soon. Many terrestrial, freshwater,
and coastal marine species are at
great risk of extinction, as many
species have already reached their
limits for adaptation to increased
temperatures.

Lastly, adaptation is crucial to reducing or preventing damage, and
feasible solutions do exist. Our next
challenge as a society is to make
everyone aware of them, and more
specifically, to inform vulnerable
communities of such solutions. Adaptation will need to be an extensive and full-fledged process. The
IPCC report suggests that adaptation needs will reach 162 billion
CAD and 386 billion CAD per year
for developing countries alone, by
2030 and 2050 respectively.
New technologies and infrastructure, ecosystem-based adaptation,
and social programs to improve
equity and justice are all prominent
initiatives that must be undertaken.
The alarming statistics and negative
effects of the global phenomenon
of climate change on our future are
incredibly significant and threatening.
Addressing these issues as a society
is integral to our survival. Alongside government action, we are all
encouraged to do our own part, by
being good stewards of the Earth
and making eco-friendly decisions.

The Greens managed to create
a minority government again,
but this time, they began cutting
nuclear energy. They have closed
11 nuclear power plants since
2011. When one power source
is cut, another one needs to take
its place, and Germany switched
back to coal to maintain its industrial presence.

solution for Germany because
they still have the 6th largest coal
reserves in the world, with an
estimated 39,802 million tons of
coal remaining. It was cheaper
for Germany to switch to coal
and have their campaign promises fulfilled than taking their
time and switching to another
clean power source.

Coal is part of the reason Germany industrialized so rapidly,
but as nuclear began to become
more prominent in the 1980s
and 1990s, coal powerplants
were shut down. With the recent nuclear energy cuts, they
have switched back to the older
coal plants. This was the easiest

Why does the Green Party of
Germany hate nuclear energy
so much? The party was formed
out of the Cold War, when nuclear anything was seen as overly
dangerous, and for some reason,
dirty.
Despite nuclear energy producing zero carbon emissions and
being completely safe when built
and maintained properly, it was
(and still is) seen as harmful to
the environment. In reality, it is
an important energy source that
must be employed to maintain
energy production while renewable energy is implemented.
As a result, Germany’s Green
Party is far less green than any
other political party in Germany.
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The Politicization of the Supreme Court
Sean Ehmann ’24
Contributor

The Unites States is a polarized
nation. Congress is sharply divided along party lines and executive
policies shift drastically from one
administration to the next. However, the third branch of government
is meant to stay above partisan
squabbles, to be truly neutral
referees for these political shenanigans. That is, of course, the judicial
branch. The Supreme Court of the
United States (SCOTUS), to which
justices are appointed for life by
the president and confirmed by the
Senate, houses the most exalted
judges in all of America.
Despite these lofty intentions,
SCOTUS is not by any means
above polarization. The Court is
sharply divided among ideological
lines with conservative justices
appointed by Republicans currently holding a strong 6-3 majority

over their more liberal, Democratic appointed colleagues. Many hot
button political issues affecting
the entire country will be decided
by this court, like abortion, environmental protections and much
more. But how can Americans
trust these decisions when they are
clearly so polarized?
We can see the evidence of this
shift towards a politicized SCOTUS in how nominations and
confirmations to the highest court
have changed over time. As recently as the 1990s, individuals
nominated by the President were
confirmed almost unanimously,
an extremely rare occurrence for
the United States Senate. Throughout George W. Bush’s presidency
(2001-2009) the number of senators opposing nominees started to
increase.
During the Obama era (20092017), two justices were confirmed
with a bipartisan two-thirds majority each. However, in 2016, Senate
majority leader Mitch McConnell
refused to even consider Obama’s
nominee. Even though the election
wasn’t for another 8 months, he
claimed that there was too little

time.
Democrats responded in kind,
voting almost unanimously against
all three of Trump’s nominees.
This forced Mitch McConnell to
lower the number of votes needed
for SCOTUS confirmations to a
simple majority. After the untimely, unfortunate passing of Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg in 2020,
McConnell pushed through the
confirmation of Supreme Court
Justice Amy Coney Barrett just two
months prior to the 2020 election,
violating his own previously established reasoning.
Now, after President Biden nominates Ketanji Brown Jackson to the
court, the GOP comes out swinging, opposing her on all fronts.
To their chagrin, she achieved the
majority vote.
This is all to say that the once-bipartisan process of handing someone a lifetime appointment to the
highest court in the land is now
rife with partisan shenanigans.
With the court set to hear cases
that deal with reproductive rights,
guns, education, elections and

more, it is important that Americans have trust in their judicial system. Unfortunately, polling shows
that this is not exactly the case,
and trust in SCOTUS has declined
by 15% since 2019.
Further data indicates that citizens
want non-partisan justices. 84%
say that Supreme Court Justices
should not bring their own political views into how they decide
cases. A similar poll reveals that
the majority of Americans believe
that the SCOTUS is “too partisan.” Democrats tend to think that
Republican appointed justices are
politically-biased, while Republicans believe the opposite.
The Supreme Court is at a crossroads. Will it continue to follow
the trend of congress and the presidency, becoming more polarized
with each passing year? Or will it
truly be able to blaze the non-partisan path towards reform that
Americans want and need?

We Should Rethink the UN
William
Hudson ’24
Contributor

It’s time to replace the United
Nations
After the disastrous Second
World War and the League of
Nations’ failure to stop it, world
leaders created a new multinational organization: the United
Nations (UN). The UN, like its
predecessor, aims to prevent wars
by encouraging international
dialogue, safeguarding human
rights, and seeking collaborative
development. However, also like
its predecessor, it fails to achieve

these goals due to its dysfunctional constitution and lack of legitimacy. The key issues with the UN
include its inability to substantially influence member nations, its
lack of influence, and the Security
Council veto.
The UN is unable to influence
the decisions of member nations.
It cannot pass legally binding
legislation or penalize nations for
ignoring the rulings of the International Court of Justice. For a
group meant to arbitrate the highest-stakes relationships on the
planet, this is unacceptable.
Countries, even democracies like
the United States, routinely ignore
resolutions, disregard the UN
Charter, and refuse to cooperate
knowing they will not be penalized. Recent instances of disregard
for the laws of the UN include
the American invasion
into Iraq and
the Russian
invasion of
Ukraine. Both
violated the
UN Charter
and have been
condemned

by the General Assembly. Condemnation is inadequate to deter
nations from advancing illegal
foreign policies: enforcement is
also essential.
The UN has 193 member states —
countries which pledge to uphold
the Charter. Allowing states to
remain in the UN while they violate the Charter is implicit endorsement of their actions, especially
when condemnation is minimal
or absent. Furthermore, allowing
authoritarian governments to vote
on resolutions which democratic
nations hold themselves to and
permitting dictators to speak in
the General Assembly is simply
embarrassing.
Events organized by the UN are
a fantastic place to set empty
promises. Especially in the case
of climate change, nations are
expected to set goals but only a
few journalists attempt to hold
countries accountable for exaggerated promises and those made in
bad faith.
Finally, veto privileges have been
a longstanding issue for the UN
Security Council. Five nations,
the United States, the Soviet

Union, Britain, France, and China, were given the unrestricted
ability to block any resolution in
the Security Council. Over the
course of the Cold War (1949-89),
and continuing today, the United
States and the Soviet Union were
able to split the UN using this
extreme power, slowing progress,
and even preventing intervention.
This practice has continued long
after the end of the Cold War
Recently, Russia used its veto
power to prevent the Security
Council from moving to halt the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. A
vote in the General Assembly to
condemn the attack is a step in
the right direction but is immaterial, demonstrating the sweeping
power of the veto.
The UN is a dysfunctional international organization. It lacks the
ability to hold nations accountable, it embarrassingly honours
the votes of authoritarians, and
it maintains an outdated veto
privilege which continues to let its
holders tear the world apart. Due
to these issues, a serious review
of the UN is in order, as is the
support of a more balanced international body.
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A Party Adrift: The slow collapse of the Conservative Party
Emmitt
Wilson ’22
Politics Editor
Since the 2015 federal election,
Justin Trudeau has remained the
leader of the Liberal Party. The
New Democratic Party changed
their leader once, from Tom
Mulcair to Jagmeet Singh in
2017. However, after the resignation of the defeated Stephen
Harper, the Conservative Party
has seen a myriad of leadership
changes.
The Conservatives have seen
two elected leaders and three
interim leaders. Now, they are
yet again in the midst of another
leadership election.
The constant change in leadership has not been kind to the
party. The first leadership election after 2015 saw a schism.
Andrew Sheer would win in the
end, but only by a handful of
votes. Maxime Bernier, the loser
of that election, was not content

with failing by such a tiny margin and left the Conservative
Party for good. His newly founded People’s Party of Canada
(PPC) has yet to win any seats.
Still, it has undoubtedly peeled
off support from the Conservatives by appealing to the party’s
more conspiratorial, far-right
elements.

The existence of the PPC has
put the Conservatives in a similar position as the liberals,
attempting to portray an image
of a moderate, sensible option
to avoid bleeding out voters to a
less moderate alternative.
Conservative MPs are caught
between appealing to an increasingly extreme base without
scaring away the coveted moder-

ate voters
they need
to win an
election.

These
problems
seemingly
came to a
head early
this year,
manifested by the trucker convoys and protests. These ostensibly anti-vaccine rallies became a
tricky spot for the party. A large
section of the Conservative base
participated in or supported the
protests.
Further, various fascist symbols
and language made it hard for
the Conservatives to declare
support for the demonstrations
without causing further scandal.
Their response was ultimately
non-committal, neither denouncing nor supporting the
protests. Predictably, it angered
both the third hardcore base and
the moderate voters they seek.
Former Party leader Erin
O’Toole resigned over the scandal, leaving the Conservatives in

this most recent round of leadership elections.
Pierre Poilievre currently leads
the polls for the leadership election. Although it does not take
place until September, his lead
has shown no sign of softening.
His campaign is eerily similar to
the one that nearly won Maxime
Bernier the leadership seat in
2017.
He has leaned heavily on a perceived “outsider” status, pushing populist anti-vaccine ideas
alongside the usual fiscal conservatism. If Poilievre wins the
leadership election, he will likely
take the Conservative Party in
a new direction, but only if he
manages to hold onto the spot.

The Dictatorial Ties of ‘Bongbong,’ the Filipino President-Elect
John Ergon
Golpe ’24
Contributor
There is a plethora of reasons as
to why Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the
winner of the 2022 Philippine
Presidential Election, is unfit
to become the country’s latest
leader.
Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. is the only son of former
Filipino dictator Ferdinand
Marcos Sr., who started their
dictataorship in 1965 with his
wife, Imelda. For two decades,
they ruled untill overthrown in
1986 during the People Power
Revolution. They fled to Hawaii
in exile, where Marcos Sr. would
die three years later at 72.
According to Philippine public
records, the Marcos administration embezzled as much as 25
billion CAD since 1965. Further,
they were responsible for thousands of human rights violations,
including merciless tortures and

killings. To this very day, the
family denies the validity of Marcos Sr.’s crimes, and the Filipino
government has recovered only a
fraction of the embezzled wealth.
In 1981, Marcos Jr. became
vice governor of Ilocos Norte,
his father’s bailiwick. However,
researchers at the Third World
Studies Centre of the Univer-

aunt, Elizabeth Marcos Rocha,
resigned for health reasons after
holding the position since 1967.
When the Marcoses returned
to the Philippines in the 1990s,
Marcos Jr. was once again elected governor and congressman
of Ilocos Norte. In 2010, he was
elected as a senator. He held
onto his position until 2016.

to his commitments as a senior
at Oxford University:
“He is graduating this June... He
is so busy [that] he could not
stay here. He came here and
stayed [for] only two days and
said, ‘I better go back to Oxford,
father, because we are preparing
for the final exam in June.’ ”
The Philippine Senate website
showed on Marcos Jr.’s resume
that he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political
Science, Philosophy, and Economics.
However, in 2015, the esteemed
university itself came out to
debunk the family’s lies, stating
that he was only awarded with a
Special Diploma in Social Studies, not a bachelor’s degree as he
had claimed.

sity of the Philippines Diliman
revealed that he ran uncontested
during 1980 while he was still a
student attending the University
of Pennsylvania at the age of 22.
Later, in 1983, he became governor of the province when his

Marcos Jr.’s credentials are also
steeped in deceit. In 1978, at an
address for the graduating students at the Polytechnic University of the Philippines, Marcos
Sr. claimed that his son was not
able to attend the ceremony due

It is unfortunate that many Filipino voters don’t know the truth
about their soon-to-be-leader.
Rodrigo Duterte left the nation
in disrepair. But with the Marcos
name riddled with acts of treason and selfishness, it is certain
that Bongbong will cause detriment to the nation’s very foundation and welfare.

5

Yoon Suk Yeol: South Korea’s New President-Elect
Siwon
Jengsuksavat ’23
Contributor

After an extremely tight and
nasty election, candidate Yoon
Suk Yeol of the People Power
Party won with 48.56% of ballots
to 47.83% of ballots to the ruling Democratic party. Yoon was
officially sworn in as President
on May 10, 2022, for a five-year
term.
The two major parties in this
election were the Democratic Party and the People Power
Party. Lee Jae-Myung, previously
the Gyeonggi provincial governor, was chosen as the candidate
for the ruling Democratic Party. Yoon Suk Yeol, well-known
former chief prosecutor (who
impeached 11th President Park
Geun Hye), was the candidate for
the People Power Party.

During the election, the candidates were overly focused on personal attacks and scandals rather
than attacks on each other’s party
platforms.
During the past few years, South
Korea has been facing several
large societal problems, such as
sky-rocketing housing prices,

gender inequality issues, and,
most notably, the COVID-19
pandemic. There are also several foreign policy issues. South
Korea is in a rough spot due to
the worsening China-US rivalry.
China is a major trade partner to

South Korea while the Americans involvement and leadership. To
are a powerful ally.
stabilize the real estate market,
Yoon plans to supply 2.5 million
Additionally, the denuclearizanew homes in four years. His
tion and transformation of North plan is lofty but has garnered
Korea is another challenge that
the support of youth amidst the
the President-elect must face.
Korean housing crisis.
Yoon must make decisions while
considering these issues. South
Yoon’s pledge to shut down the
Korea has been divided because
gender equality ministry was a
controversial move. However,
this led to attract many male
voters in their 20s and 30s to
vote him as president elect. Yoon
will have a challenging time to
shut down this ministry or make
other major decisions since the
ruling democratic party has a
supermajority in parliament until
the elections in 2024.
Yoon has said that he wants
South Korea to have a closer
relationship with the US. He also
stated that his administration will
be tougher on North Korea and
of this election and it is the Presi- China than the current Moon
dent-elect’s responsibility to unite administration. Yoon will have to
the South Korean People.
consider that China has been a
major trade partner with South
Yoon has pledged to support a
Korea for 17 years and any dis“private-sector-led” economy,
pute would be disastrous for the
with less direct government
economy.

Zelensky: The Unexpected Face of the Ukrainian Resistance
Nathan Poklar
’24
Contributor
Before Russia invaded Ukraine,
very few outside of Ukraine
knew who Volodymyr Zelensky
was. Yet, since the Russian invasion of Ukraine began, Zelensky
has solidified himself as the face
of the Ukrainian national identity.

lism. In a time when Ukraine
was facing severe corruption
scandals and multiple territorial crises, many wondered if
Ukraine could afford to be led by
an inexperienced comedian. To
the world’s surprise, he served
phenomenally.
Ukraine’s yearly GDP growth
increased to 3.3% under his
presidency; roads were retrofitted throughout the country to
support a quickly developing
and sustainable public transit
system; and all citizens can now

In 2019, Zelensky was elected
President as an independent
candidate in a landslide election. Viewed as an outsider, he
had never held political office
beforehand. Instead, his career
consisted of him being a comedian, well-known for starring
in the political satire Servant of
the People as the President of
Ukraine.
Upon winning, a BBC headline
read: “Ukraine election: Comedian Zelensky wins presidency
by landslide.” People criticized
Zelensky’s victory as nothing
more than him winning on
a wave of meaningless popu-

Now, in the face
of the worst crisis
his nation has ever
seen, Zelensky has
not capitulated.
Digitally touring
the world, Zelensky has addressed
multiple governments, including
the US Congress,
the Parliament of
Canada, and the
European Union. He has secured
his country billions of dollars
worth of military aid, including
thousands of Stinger missiles
and Javelin anti-air systems—
crucial weapons in the fight
against Russia.
Zelensky’s pleas to the governments of the world have played
a large part in the imposition
of devastating sanctions against
Russia. His influence within the
media has helped to cultivate a
sense of unity and support for
the Ukrainian people that has
never been seen before.

submit government documents
(such as tax reports) or apply for
licenses via their mobile phone.

Zelensky’s influence within
world politics, nevertheless, is
not the thing that makes him the
face of the Ukrainian resistance.
Through social media and news
outlets, he inspires Ukrainian

and non-Ukrainian people alike.
Zelensky has used this to his
advantage. He frequently posts
patriotic messages whilst wearing simple, boot camp-like clothing either in his office or on the
streets of Kyiv.
But perhaps Zelensky’s most
iconic quote was after he was
offered to be evacuated from
Ukraine. His response was a simple tweet: “I need ammunition,
not a ride.”
In 2019, no one would have predicted that any comedian could
be capable of being an effective leader. Now, Zelensky has
become the President Ukraine
needs in its darkest hour.
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Food and Freedom: A Retrospective on Poland
Ryan Waller ’24
Contributor

The lives of those in Poland in
the 1980s consisted of work,
hunger, and fear. My grandparents and my mother both suffered under the rule of the communist government in Poland.
Following the Second World
War, Poland had a Russian
puppet government. The Polish
people and Polish government
officials feared Russia, and that
ever-looming threat was exploited to “correct” the behaviours of
those who stood up against the
Communist government.
In Poland, the problem for
most people was not money but
the fact that there was nothing
to buy. My grandfather told
me how he stood in lines that
stretched blocks for food. He
would wait in line, hungry, until
his work shift started and then

would ask someone in line to
hold his spot for him. On his
days off, he would return the
favour. My grandfather was not
the only one in the family who
stood in lines to help get food
for the family. My mother, who
was only eleven years old at the
time, often missed two to three
hours of school to buy butter or
other household items. The deal
between teachers and students

was that students would provide
a small amount of what they
stood in line for to the teacher,
almost as a tax for an excused
absence. This, unbelievably, was
commonplace in Poland and not
seen as a bribe but as a justified
exchange—a way to help each
other. Often, students would

have to take two sets of class
notes: one for the student in line
and one for themselves.
In later years, a food coupon
system was introduced, and
with it came an underground
market for selling food. These
stores were technically legal but
frowned upon by the government. Underground shops sold
foods at three times their gov-

ernment value.
Furthermore, if you had excess
food in your home, you could
sell it to the underground store
for money. When my grandfather fled to West Germany while
the rest of my family was still in
Poland, he would send food for

Turning Red: Is It Okay To Be Different?
Yash Varma ’24
Contributor

Pixar Studio’s Turning Red
(2022) captures the exaggerated
swagger of a Chinese tween in
early 2000s Toronto. It is Pixar
Studio’s newest instalment and
has been well-received by critics
and ethnically underrepresented
minorities alike. However, does
it really live up to the excitement,
or has Pixar dropped the ball on
their direct-to-streaming release?
The movie centres around a second-generation Chinese immigrant named Meilin “Mei” Lee,
who lives with her parents in
Toronto. Mei is a high-achieving
and loyal child who goes out of
her way just to make her parents
proud. Her ancestor is Sun Yee, a
great warrior who had good relations with the sacred red pandas,
so much so that Yee was granted
the gift of being able to turn into
one. This ability has been passed

down for generations, which is
described in the film as a “minor
inconvenience.” Mei then involuntarily transforms into a large
red panda. Any strong emotional
reaction triggers this transformation.
I remember watching Cars
(2006) for the first time. I was
amused by the intensity of the
film, and how Lightning McQueen turned from a conceited
individual into a loving, open to
growth, intellectually competent
character. Looking back, what
was so fascinating about the film
was not just the story, but the
fact that motorized vehicles with
eyes on their windshields could
yield such a meaningful message
to a younger audience.

tion – does Turning Red meet
this standard? No, not quite.
However, there is more to the
film than that. I have seen many
people comment on how relatable the film is, especially culturally. I agree with this. It is funny
seeing the Indian security guard
on the school grounds, as well
as to see the awkward and dorky
character of Mei in myself, and
how both our Asian heritage and
Canadian nationality influence

the family. My grandfather sent
packages filled with SPAM, seen
as a delicacy in Poland. If he sent
extra food, my grandmother
sold it to the underground stores
for extra money.
Poland was not a place with a
lot of future promise, and my
grandfather joined Solidarity to
fight against communism. The
night before the civil war broke
out on December 13, 1981,
my mother and grandmother
were at home. They heard the
breaking down of doors and
the imprisonment of Solidarity supporters. Thankfully, my
grandfather was in Germany at
the time; it was not safe for him
to return to Poland, as he would
have been arrested.
Western society takes for granted its luscious lifestyle and fails
to understand the pangs that
other countries have endured
just an ocean away. Poland’s
citizens lived in constant fear of
their government—hungering
not only for food, but for democracy and freedom.

to be different; the film shoves
the fact that the main character
is Chinese, and that the plot
takes place in Toronto, a little
too far in your throat. After
watching the movie for the first
time, I was conflicted—confused
by just how strange the film is.
However, after watching it a second time to finalize my thoughts,
I discovered that this film does
share some similarities to Cars
in its own manner. Instead of
focusing on the unimaginable,
it shines light on the typical, everyday life of an individual who
many people can relate to but do
so in a fantastical fashion.

I learned that a good story is
something that can take place
in any setting, but still convey
a real-world message. George
Lucas’s Star Wars, a film which
tells a grounded story despite
taking place in its fantastical
sci-fi world, accomplishes this
message.

our personality.

Here is the verdict: Turning Red
is a unique spin on the Pixar
movies that we know today, and
it attacks the awkwardness of
puberty and the parent-child
relationship in an original way.
However, the movie itself can
feel underdeveloped, and abstract. Nonetheless, I thoroughly
enjoyed watching it, and I encourage you—dear reader—to
watch it. You can stream Turning
Red exclusively on Disney+.

This revelation sparks the ques-

At times, the film felt like it tries

7/10
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Top Gun: Maverick: Top Cinema
Riley Wilcosh
’22
Contributor

For over a decade, Top Gun:
Maverick has been a boulder
rolling down a hill, gaining
speed ever so slowly until it
burst into cinemas in late May.
The original was the top-grossing film of 1986 and propelled
the careers of 90s heartthrob
Val Kilmer and action-star Tom
Cruise.
A sequel was written in 2010 but
was put on hold after the tragic
death of director Tony Scott in
2012. The project lay dormant
for almost a decade, and the

deaths and health problems
of the original cast seemingly
pushed the sequel further and
further into the realm of impossibility.

Picking up decades after the first,
However, when Tom Cruise
this movie continues to follow
agreed to star in a sequel based
Pete “Maverick” Mitchell (Tom
on the 2010 script, Paramount
Cruise) as he returns to the
rushed the film into production. naval flight academy, “Top Gun.”
Val Kilmer, unable to speak due
There, he teaches a new class
to throat cancer, actively camof ace pilots, including his forpaigned to reprise his role. Even mer-flight-partner Goose’s son,
weapons manufacturing giant
Rooster (played by a wonderfully
Lockheed Martin partnered with mustachioed Miles Teller).
the production to ensure authenticity. And not to be outdone,
While superficially similar to
the notoriously thorough Cruise the original, every maneuver,
mandated that all actors must
effect, and stunt improves upon
be able to actually fly each of the the first. Rooster, Rooster’s rival
real aircraft they were filming in. Hangman (played with glee by
Cruise also held on to the idea of Glen Powell), and love-intera theatrical release throughout
est Penny (played by the stellar
the COVID-19 pandemic, refus- Jennifer Connely) all benefit
ing to release it too early or on
from the heightening effect of
any streaming platform.
the shine, sheen, and steroids of
the modern film industry. And
In our modern
the incredible sound and editworld, we are used
ing help craft authentic-feeling
to digesting media
action scenes throughout.
in a convenient
form: on a home
However, the writing is the only
screen, a laptop, or
area where the movie falls short.
even a mobile deThe ploy is a copy of the origvice. While I always inal, just with more advanced

Review: The Batman
Thomas
Bernardin ’25
Contributor

From an edgy vampire to an
even edgier Batman, controversially cast Robert Pattison
exceeded all expectations in the
2022 film, The Batman. Director
and writer Matt Reeves’s vision
for this film were to make a dark
and gritty detective thriller that
explores the themes of justice,
corruption, and, most important,
vengeance.
The movie is well on its way into
the history books being well

advocate that you see a movie
any way you can, Top Gun:
Maverick is absolutely essential
theatre viewing.

received by critics, opening in
4,417 theatres, and amassing 134
million USD (169 million CAD)
on opening night alone.
In this film, Matt Reeves accomplishes a great many things,
while also falling short on other
matters. The movie looks great:
Gotham City reminds me of
the one we saw in Joker, except
instead of a colder green colour
palette, we get a warm orange
one.

Finally, I especially enjoyed
Paul Dano’s performance as the
Riddler; he fully convinced me
that he is a psychopath with
and without the mask on. This
iteration of the Riddler is different from any I have seen before
and is closer to the Zodiac Killer

Casting is another strong point:
all actors are satisfactory and
look identical to their comic
book counterparts, with Colin
Farrell who plays the Penguin
looking unrecognizable under
makeup and costume.
A dynamic soundtrack
helps set the tone for
the entire movie. A
notable track used
was “Something in
The Way” by Nirvana
which I listen to on
repeat since leaving
the theatre.

than a goofy puzzle-loving guy.
Now on to a few things I did
not like. There was no chemistry between Batman and Selina
Kyle’s Catwoman. After a single

technology. And with only the
dynamic between Cruise and
Teller to keep the movie from
being superficial, it is best not to
delve too deeply into the movie’s
finer artistic details.
Much like the original, the
movie grinds to a halt whenever there is no plane in the
sky or sexual tension between
two characters. Despite this
issue with the pacing, Top Gun:
Maverick is a movie I thoroughly
recommend and highly encourage any action fan to see ASAP.
9/10

mission with an abundance of
tension, they fell in love, which
felt very forced and did not seem
to fit with either respective character arc.
The Batman is the second longest comic book movie ever,
coming in at 2 hours and 56
minutes. It does not justify its
length. I expected The Batman
to feel long but did it ever drag;
surprisingly, after the second
watch, most of the action scenes
felt drawn-out and scenes with
dialogue were the most interesting.
The Batman is a film which
focuses on the detective side
of Batman rather than the
crime-fighting one. I recommend it to anyone planning on
watching future DC projects,
such as the upcoming, Black
Adam movies. Although the plot
and themes are generic to most,
it is still incredibly well shot and
acted, and is a worthwhile watch,
despite its flaws.
(8/10)
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Batman Review Basheroo

Alec Compton ’22
Yash Varma ’24
Arts & Culture Editor
and Contributor

Building off of Thomas
Bernardin’s excellent words, we
have decided to review some of
the most famous Batman properties. Without further ado, let’s
begin!
Batman (1989)
This was one of the first Batman
movies I watched as a kid. I am
happy to have watched it again
after a long time, because I still
think it holds its ground as a decent film. It establishes the complex character of billionaire Bruce
Wayne, and gives an interesting,
and fear-inducing representation

of the Joker. Danny Elfman’s score
continues to be the quintessential
score of Batman, which I listen
to frequently. Nonetheless, parts
of the film have not aged well,
such as everyone trying to be
with Vicki Vale, the love interest
of Bruce Wayne. As well, the final
confrontation between Batman
and Joker felt bland and wasteful.
Altogether, this film still stands
as a solid Batman film, but there
are aspects of it that can make it a
slightly dull watch.
(7.5/10)
Batman Returns (1991)
Tim Burton’s 1989 Batman was
the biggest movie in a year full of
major players. Naturally, he and
Keaton were brought back for a
sequel. Batman Returns tells a
significantly darker story than its
predecessor. The story revolves
around the Penguin making a bid
for mayor, encouraged by (and
in the pocket of) corrupt businessman Max Shreck. While still
campy, the origin story of the Penguin is twisted and cruel, showcasing Burton’s affinity for horror.

DeVito gives a great performance
as the Penguin, but when it comes
to villains, Michelle Pfeiffer’s
Catwoman steals the show, with
a quirky but confident take on
the character, all done sporting a
fantastic costume. Keaton really
settles into the Batman role in this
movie, and despite the infamous
Bat-Turn (where Keaton moves
his full body to look in a direction
rather than his neck), his version
is one of the best committed to
live action. With a sound story
and more fleshed-out characters,
Batman Returns is a worthy successor to the first.
(8/10)
The LEGO Batman Movie (2017)
This is not your typical Batman
film, but it is still important
enough to make this list. What
makes this film unique is its
whimsical humour combined
with its strong themes that feel
very true to the character of
Batman. The movie showcases
Batman as a self-centred, egoistic
individual who only helps Go-

The Troubled Teens of Euphoria
Varen
Bautista ’23

One of the many criticisms of Euphoria is that it glorifies the use
of drugs, but I argue that it does
the exact opposite.

Contributor
Created and written by Sam
Levinson, Euphoria (2019)
tackles the internal and external
conflicts of teenagers in today’s
world. The troubled teens of
Euphoria face issues such as drug
abuse, toxic relationships, sexuality, and body image. With its
second season recently coming
to an end, it is the perfect time to
analyze these characters and see
how they developed over the two
seasons—for better or for worse.
Much of the show is narrated by
Rue Bennett, played by the Emmy-award-winning actress, Zendaya. In the show’s first episode,
it is revealed that Rue’s father
died of cancer when she was only
fourteen. His death kickstarted
a spiral of events leading to her
addiction to—and eventual overdose from—drugs. When Rue
returns from rehab, she immediately relapses into drug use.

The show heavily emphasizes
the emotional damage that Rue
inflicts on her family and friends
due to her drug abuse. The show
does not glorify the use of drugs:
it highlights the dangers of abusing them.
Nate Jacobs may appear to be a
stereotypical high school jock,
but he struggles from anger
issues that stem from his childhood. When Nate was a child,
he discovered that his father had
several affairs. Nate, deciding
to keep this discovery a secret,

tham because of the attention it
brings him. So, yes, it is an unusual take on Batman, but it still
works within the world they’ve
created. It pokes fun at the previous instalments and boldly
presents itself. Of course, being a

struggles with his knowledge of
the affairs and becomes terrified
of his father. Feeling scared and
without control, he manipulates
and hurts others to compensate
for his emotions.
One of the characters he hurts
the most—emotionally and physically—is Maddy Perez. Maddy’s
parents never show affection
towards each other. Maddy, wanting a love that was better than
her parents, believed that she had
found it in Nate—even when he
physically abused and mentally manipulated her. Due to her
desperation for finding “perfect
love,” she stays by Nate’s side.
Maddy and Nate’s relationship is
an example of toxic relationships
that are most relevant in today’s
age.
Thirst for love is also seen in
Maddy’s best
friend, Cassie
Howard. Cassie
loved her father
and saw him as a
superhero. Since
her father left
when she was a
child, she spends
most of her teen-

movie marketed towards children,
it does feel occasionally cheesy,
especially with the repetitive
humour. Nonetheless, it is a great
movie if you want to see a satirical
representation of Batman that still
cuts to the heart of the character.
9/10

age years looking for a love to replace him. She seeks validation in
other people,; validation that her
father could not provide. In the
show’s second season, she finds
this validation in Nate Jacobs.
What Cassie and Maddy did not
realize is that Nate did not love
them—he loved how they made
him feel.
This show tackles many serious
issues and is not for the faint of
heart. The greatest aspect of this
show is that there is no “good
guy” nor “bad guy.” The characters of Euphoria have flaws and
complexities that stem from their
childhood. No character can be
judged by a single action. Every
character in Euphoria makes
good and bad decisions. The lack
of a “hero” in this story creates a
dramatic and honest view on the
high school experience.
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Greta Van Fleet
Sawyer
Ramsay ’24
Contributor
The 1970s was a time when Rock
flourished. Bands like Led Zeppelin, Aerosmith, The Who, and
many others defined the style of
music of that time. The amazing
rock era of the 70s has not yet
died as a modern rock band by
the name of Greta Van Fleet is
bringing back that same legendary sound.
Greta Van Fleet is an American
rock band formed in Frankenmuth, Michigan in 2012. It consists of three brothers with Josh
Kiszka on vocals, Sam Kiszka on
bass and keys, and Jake Kiszka
on guitar. The band includes
their drummer, Daniel Wagner,
who was friends with the brothers in high school.
Their name is derived from

Frankenmuth-resident Gretna
Van Fleet. Hearing her interesting name, the band, according
to Josh, “just liked the sound of
it.” They asked the elder woman
if they had her approval to alter
her name and use it as the band’s
moniker, to which she willingly
obliged.
The band started receiving
recognition when they were
signed to Lava Records in 2017.
It was then when they released
their first studio EP called Black
Smoke Rising. This included
four of some of their most popular songs, including: “Safari
Song” and “Highway Tune”; this
proceeded to top the United
States Billboard’s top Rock charts
for four weeks.
Throughout their career, Greta
Van Fleet has released three full
albums. These include From
the Fires released later in 2017,
Anthem of the Peaceful Army released in 2018, and their newest
album, The Battle of Garden’s
Gate, released in 2021.
Greta Van Fleet masters the

sound of
70s rock,
especially
the sound
of a particular band
from that
era: everything from
the driving
drum beats
to the empowering
vocals, the
band has recreated the sound of
the band Led Zeppelin.
Some songs are hard to determine whether they are by Zeppelin, or by Greta Van Fleet. The
vocals of Josh Kiszka and Zeppelin’s lead singer, Robert Plant,
are almost indistinguishable
from each other.
This is rare, because both of
their voices share a distinct
sound compared to other singers. This similarity in vocals is
what makes these two bands
so similar; they have the same
rare voice which adds so much
to the classic rock sound. The

effects of these unique vocals are
especially true with songs like
“Highway Tune.” But their songs
are still unique for having their
own different styles, making
them more independent from
each other, with Greta Van Fleet
adding some modern touches to
Zeppelin’s sound.
Greta Van fleet is currently on
a North American tour and
will be coming to the Canada
Life centre here in Winnipeg
on August 22, 2022. Make
sure to go and see them if you
want to experience another go-around at classic rock.

Stardew Valley: A Must-Have
Maksim
Thomas ’25
Contributor

Stardew Valley, a roleplaying
video game (RPG) from the
indie developer ConcernedApe,
was an instant classic that is still
remarkable more than six years
after its release. The premise of
Stardew is simple. Your character is tired of working for the
soul-sucking mega-corporation,
Joja Mart, and moves to his
grandpa’s old farm. With just 15
turnip seeds and only 500 gold
in your pocket, your new life has
begun.

With a vast selection of properties, Stardew Valley allows
players to “work on the land.”
At first, your property is riddled
with trees, rocks, and grasses.
But after your first few minutes
in-game, you can clear a wide
enough area to begin planting
your first seeds. After a little
playing time, your mild-mannered garden can turn into an
orchard of various crops and
fruit. Or, you might have chicken
coops or livestock barns built—
harvesting eggs, milk, and wool.
However, farming isn’t the only
skill in this game. You can try
your luck in the mines, battling
monsters, finding riches, and
venturing trough procedurally
generated terrain. You can fish
until your heart’s content in
lakes, rivers, and the deep Gem
Sea.
Or you can
appease
the strange,
apple-like
aliens
called
“Junimos.”
By donating crops,

fish, minerals, and items scattered all across Stardew Valley,
Junimos will help you refurbish
the run-down community center of Pelican Town—the game’s
man village. Though their methods are foreign, and their motivations are unknown, with the
proper collected items, Junimos
will magically reconstruct the
once-dilapidated rooms. Hours
of adventuring, harvesting,
fishing, and more is required to
rebuild the centre, but the joy
of townspeople and the sense
of accomplishment makes it all
worthwhile.
There are over 30 locals to
befriend in Pelican Town. Each
NPC (non-playing character)
has unique dialogue, cut scenes,
likes and dislikes, and rich
backstories. Through conversation and gifts, you explore dynamic relationships in Stardew,
perhaps getting your favourite
townie to ten hearts (the game’s
tool to measure a relationship’s
progress).
Out of these, you can woo 12
eligible characters, and eventually marry them. Marriage comes
with its own situation as well, as

they move in with you and may
add a nice—or not so nice—
room to your house.
The best part of this game,
however, is the pace that you can
play it. You don’t need to maximize every single crop harvest,
or finish the community centre
in year one, or even stay out
until 12 AM every night. Stardew
gives you choice on progression,
and that’s what makes it so entertaining: there’s no end to the
game! You can play for as long as
you want, with only a very loose
“ending.” Stardew provides a
cozy experience so you can relax
and play at the end of the day.
One last great part of the game
is multiplayer. Though there’s
no cross-platform support (PC
players playing with Xbox players, for example), your friends
can join your farm. This offers
both hilarious and heart-warming experiences, as you work
together to have fun.
Stardew Valley is a masterpiece
of a game.
10/10
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Religion and the Environment: Caring for our Common Home
Ilia MehrBakhsh ’23
Religion &
Deputy Editor

Religion utilizes the greatest
feature of the human nature:
storytelling. Through religious
guidance, and the acceptance of
religious ideologies, we reach salvation. Yet, we fall short on following many points of guidance
on how to live on Earth provided
by religious texts.

it and take care of it” (Genesis
2:15). To articulate the views of
the Catholic Church, Pope John
Paul II indicated in the Evangelium Vitae, “the dominion granted
to man by the Creator is not an
absolute power, nor can one
speak of a freedom to ‘use and
misuse,’ or to dispose of things as
one pleases.”
Jesuit leaders reiterate the message of care for Earth under
one of four Universal Apostolic
preferences: “to care for our
Common Home.” On the central
website of the Society of Jesus, it
indicates, “our faith is one that
wants creation to be cherished
and renewed.” The Church is adamant that faith in God is to respect and care for God’s creations,
such as Earth and its resources.

Religion has you believe that all
is good in God’s creation, that every natural thing is as a result of
the beauty of God’s giving hands:
“God saw all that he had made,
Others who identify with the
and it was very good” (Genesis
Abrahamic faiths also recognize
1:31). Therefore, many religions
the human responsibility to care
advocate for the preservation,
for God’s creations. In Judaism,
and protection of Earth and its
human responsibility over the
resources.
preservation of Earth and its
resources is a part of the Jewish
Christians believe that Earth
concept known as bal tashchit,
belongs to God and that humans or “do not destroy,” forbidding
are stewards in charge of its care: needless destruction: “The Earth
“God took the man and put him
is the Lord’s and fullness thereof”
in the Garden of Eden to work
(Psalm 24:1).

This verse is the assertion of
God’s ownership over Earth, and
it expresses that any act that damages Earth is against the property of God. There is common
ground among all Abrahamic
faiths that humanity is responsible for the preservation of Earth,
not corruption.
Islam, another Abrahamic faith,
addresses issues such as overconsumption of Earth’s resources. The Qur’an, Islam’s Holy
Scripture, indicates that humans
should “eat and drink; but waste
not by excess, for Allah loveth
not the wasters.” (Al-A’raf 7:31).
The Qur’an also addresses Earth
as God’s gracious gift, and calls
on people to cease corruption,
and cease misuse of Earth’s
resources: “And do good as Allah
has been good to you. And do
not seek to cause
corruption in
the earth. Allah
does not love the
corrupters” (Al
Qasas 28:77).
Islam stands firm
that any threat
to God’s creation
is an act of for-

Technology and the Environment
Isaac Lavitt ’25
Contributor

Many people think that technology like solar panels, electric
cars, and most so-called “green”
technologies are ecofriendly.
With these technologies, we see
the future of the Earth as cleaner,
greener, and more sustainable.
However, many of these same
technologies have a dark undercurrent that is far from their
promises. The question is: are
modern technologies green or
are they hiding behind a mask?

To address this question, we must
first understand where these
technologies come from. The material to create these technologies
must be extracted from the Earth.
This requires enormous use of
fossil fuels, land, and resources.
Mining industries contribute
five percent of all greenhouse
gas emissions, equivalent to one
third of the emissions from cattle
in the world. Canada, for example, acquires its precious metals
like gold and lithium from mines
in South America. Organizations
like Barrick Gold, Teck, and
Yamana acquire these metals to
make lithium-ion batteries for
e-vehicles and gold-plating for
solar panels. Yet while mining,
they devastate Argentine and
Chilean terrain with poisoned
lakes, sinkholes, and extensive
environmental damage. This
portion of our
technologies is
far from green.
The creation
of these technologies is not
good for the
environment
either. They

are produced in factories, adding to 20% of all greenhouse gas
emissions. Moreover, the factories often dump waste into water
supplies, nature, and anywhere
they can put it. These mines and
factories are usually located far
from the Canadian, the consumer, so we don’t have to look at the
impacts of our purchases.

getting the gift of Earth which
humans are granted.
At the Apostolic Journey of Pope
Francis to Malta, the Pope stated
in his address, “The environment
in which we live is a gift from
heaven... the protection of the
environment and the promotion of social Justice prepare for
the future and are optimal ways
to... shield [young people] from
the temptations of indifference
and lack of commitment.” Earth
faces its greatest threat of climate
change due to the corruption,
and overconsumption of its
resources.
It is important to be committed
individually to do our best to
protect our environment, and to
raise awareness on environmental issues, just as many religions
guide their follower to preserve,
and protect our Common Home.

and poison our environment.
Again, our green technology may
not be as green as we think it is.

We all hope for a greener future.
Objects and devices such as
electric cars, solar panels, and
wind power, all have uses that
lead us to a greener future. However, all of them require us to
expend some of the environment
We use the product for a while.
for their fruition. The adage,
However, this time is limited.
“you must spend money to make
Eventually, we lose interest in
money,” can be modified to fit
the product and move on. Then
the current environmental crisis:
comes one of our largest prob“you must sacrifice the environlems: disposal. Technology can’t
ment to save the environment.”
be thrown in your everyday trash However, we must be wary, for
can. The components used are
many corporations beguile us,
dangerous to wildlife and nature. putting green-tinted glasses over
our eyes.
Unlike our household waste—
which, although bad, is not
But not all hope is lost. I ask you,
deadly— technology is made
do you need the new laptop, or
with many potentially dangerous the new phone, or the new car?
materials. For one example, take
Our end of the line cannot prea battery. When you put these in vent climate change until the
your bin, and the garbage truck
other end changes its ways. A retakes it away, they dump it in a
duction in consumption, though
landfill. In this landfill, the batdifficult, is necessary to tackle
tery decays, releasing all the dan- the climate crisis. And climate
gerous chemicals inside straight
change will not end until both
into our Earth, water, and air.
consumers and producers change
These chemicals can kill wildlife
their ways.  
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The Fight for the Right to Repair
William
Hudson ’24
Contributor

Based on the increasing complexity of modern technology
including electric vehicles,
appliances, and other electronic devices, stronger consumer protections have become
crucial. Manufacturers of
these products, in the interest
of profit, have decreased the
availability of documentation
and spare parts to complicate
repairs made by consumers.

An environment
which disincentivizes reuse clearly
produces more
waste than necessary; however the
technologies whose
repairs are being
blocked produce
especially harmful
waste.

Less than a quarter
of electronic devices are responsibly
disposed of, leading to their heavy
metal and chemical
components leeching into the
environment. With developing
countries being sent much of
this waste, these toxic materials
damage humans and ecosysIn response, the right to repair
tems in already strained commovement advocates for requir- munities.
ing the universal reparability
and modifiability of new prod- Numerous issues arise when
ucts by requiring the release of companies obtain monopolies
their components and docuupon repairs for their own
mentation. Groups composed
products. Both John Deere and
of major technology enterprises Apple have committed to fightlobby against these changes,
ing against the right to repair,
however new legislation consis- increasing profit yet decreasing
tently favours consumers.
user satisfaction through their
predatory techniques.
Allowing competition between
repair providers, saving conApple plans the obsolescence
sumers from costly repairs and of their products, throttling
replacements, and preventing
performance after a deadline
environmental damage are all
and giving them another way to
integral reasons to support the
right to repair.
Manufacturers deny the sale of
spare parts, refuse to publish
technical documentation, and
obfuscate their products to the
detriment of purchasers. Unfortunately, they are incentivized
to discourage consumer-made
and third-party repairs as they
compete with in-house repairs.
Furthermore, releasing tools
to repair systems may prolong
force replacement sales even if
their lifespan, leading to fewer
the hardware should be perforreplacement sales.
mant.

machines are prone to debilitating malfunctions. Due to both
companies engaging in monopolistic activities, they have been
served many lawsuits.

rability, the Framework laptop
looks as sleek as its counterparts in the market, while having more features and lasting
longer due to its embrace of
right to repair.

Large corporations lobbying
against the right to repair see
Legislation regarding the right
the issue differently. They argue to repair has been presented in
that people may damage them- the United States, Canada, and
selves or the product when
the European Union. Jurisdicattempting to repair it. Howtions seek to reform copyright
ever, people very rarely injure
law, force the supply of spare
themselves repairing their tech- parts and documentation, and
nology and the possibility of
combat increasing electronproduct damage should not be ic waste. Bill C-272, “An Act
the reason to restrict documen- to Amend the Copyright Act,”
tation which would make the
targets technological protection
job easier and safer. Companies measures and has passed its
also argue that their products
second reading in the House of
are too complex to be repaired Commons unanimously.
by ordinary people, yet most
repairs are simple and minor,
However, an earlier bill in
Ontario was struck down by
the Conservative party after
heavy lobbying from an industry group representing the
largest computing companies.
Corporate lobbyists continue
to fight consumers for the right
to repair, yet progress is being
made by consumers and their
advocates.

Companies opposing the right
to repair worry themselves with
profit more than good service
and products. They believe
Finally, companies decry the
sacrificing consumer rights and
stalling of innovation if conMonopolizing on repairs in
They are also the most notosumers are not regularly forced the tenets of a market economy
this manner is anti-capitalistic. rious deniers of repair, always
are acceptable acts. Those who
to upgrade their devices. This
Competition, as a tenet of a
purchase technology should be
overinflating repair prices
fearmongering has been dismarket economy, is required
so replacements are cheaper.
proven by successful companies given every tool necessary to
to uphold consumer rights. As
repair and upgrade their goods
John Deere is no better, allowembracing the right to repair
the only entity able to make
ing only licensed engineers
philosophy in their designs. An at their discretion. Legislation
complex repairs, manufacturers to repair equipment. These
illustrious company embracing chiefly supports consumers,
hold tremendous power to raise repairs are both prohibitively
and one can look forward to a
the right to repair is Frameprices or deny services, costfuture
where everyone has the
expensive and time-consuming, work, which produces laptops
ing consumers in replacement
as well as devastating when
which can be built from its base right to repair.
products.
occurring during harvest, escomponents. Despite its repapecially given that John Deere
such as a screen or battery replacement.

12

The Highs and Lows of Hyperloops
minutes while travelling at a top
speed of 1,123 km/h.

Donovan Martin ’22
Samay Dadlani ’24
Chief Editor and Contributor
Reimagining the future of transportation, the RTA (Roads and
Transport Authority) is moving
steps closer to launch the world’s
first hyperloop in the Arabian city
of Dubai. The principal motivation for this 22 billion USD
project is to reduce travel-time
for UAE (United Arab Emirates)
commuters.
The hyperloop, formally known
as The Virgin Hyperloop, is a
quick and effortless mode of
transportation which allows passengers to arrive at their destination in a jiffy. The typical driving
time from the Emirate of Dubai
to Abu Dhabi is approximately
1 hour, but the hyperloop can
travel between the two in just 12

Now the main question here is:
how does this hyperloop function
and generate such high speeds?
The pod begins to accelerate
progressively by the means of
electric propulsion (generating
thrust with the help of electrical
energy). Subsequently, the pod
floats along the track with the
help of magnetic levitation. This
process is known as “zero contact
electromagnetism” and results in
a long-distant and swift ride due
to a lack of friction. Finally, the

pods travel in a vacuum chamber,
reducing air resistance and increasing speed.
The idea of the hyperloop was
originally conceptualized by
American business tycoon and
entrepreneur, Elon Musk. The
major intention to manufacture
the hyperloop was to reduce road
traffic and lessen travel time for

passengers. There are several advantages to the community from
this mode of transportation, but
the reduction of greenhouse gases
(GHG) emitted stands out. In a
news statement, DP World had
mentioned, “In 2017 alone, international flights produced 946 million tons of carbon dioxide. If every passenger flight with a range
of 310-930 miles was swapped
with a hyperloop route, fossil fuel
emissions would drop 58 percent.”
The Virgin Hyperloop system
under construction in Dubai is
100% electric; alongside that, the
noise levels of the pods are much
lower than other forms of transportation, allowing it to minimise
noise pollution.

the nature of trains, many compartments are linked together. A
CRH380D can store a max of 670
passengers while travelling at 400
kilometres per hour. This is a significantly slower speed, but from
an environmental standpoint, the
smaller number of trips total, the
less energy wasted. A high-speed
train on the same route would
transfer thousands more people
each day. Further, the price to
construct such a project would be
reduced without a vacuum chamber.
As well, though the hyperloop
would be electric instead of diesel,
the UAE gets its energy from oil.
The hyperloop would still be a
product of GHG emissions.

Critics of the hyperloop, however,
question its extravagance. Though The hyperloop will provide a new
reducing the number of vehicles
form of transportation for the
on the road is what all nations
UAE. It is excellent that Dubai,
must strive for, large scale transand many other cities, are tranportation projects work best with sitioning from car and plane
large groups of people. Hyperloop dependency. However, if cities
pods can carry between four and
continue to make flashy projects
24 people at one time, with large
that are resource-intensive and
breaks in time between each
awfully expensive, instead of
departure. Contrast this with the
focusing on cheaper, more pop2017 CRH380D trains used in
ulation-based projects, the perils
China and Sweden. Individual
of climate change will only be
compartments can store between half-addressed.
16 and 90 people. And due to

Gujarat Titans: The Dominating Debutants
Super Giants.
Samay
Dadlani ’24
Contributor
Even before the conclusion of
the 2021 Indian Premier League
(IPL), the hype for the next
rendition has begun. The Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) announced the addition
of two new feathers on their
wings. This means an addition of
two new teams to the roster, the
Gujarat Titans and the Lucknow

As fireworks lit up the Ahmedabad night sky and confetti showered on the triumphant Gujarat
Titans teammates, another season
of the IPL had come to a breathtaking end on May 29, 2022, after
two months of vigorous action.
The Narendra Modi Stadium,
thronged with over 100,000 fans,
brought the roof down when Gujarat secured their maiden victory
by overcoming the Rajasthan
Royals in the thrilling finals.
During the assembling of the
roster at the IPL 2022 Mega
Auction, few gave Gujarat Titans

an opportunity. Multiple queries
were presented regarding their
batting prowess and doubts were
roaming concerning the form of
Hardik Pandya (Captain of The
Gujarat Titans) in T20 cricket.
However, the team proved them
wrong by winning 12 out of the
16 games and emerging victorious
in the finals with a concluding
maximum shot by Shubman Gill.
A few players that had outstanding numbers throughout the
season consisted of: Jos Buttler, Yuzvendra Chahal, Dinesh
Karthik etc.

Super Striker of the Season attaining a high strike rate of 183.33.
During a press conference, Hardik Pandya mentioned, “This
title is going to be a special one
because we talked about creating
a legacy. The coming generations
will talk about it... Everyone will
remember this was the team who
started this journey and to win
the championship first year is
very special.”

This win completed a remarkable
campaign for Gujarat, and its captain Hardik Pandya. From dominating the group stage games to
Jos Buttler from Rajasthan Royals staying unbeaten in the playoff
(runners-up) had won the Orange rounds, Gujarat has been the
Cap by scoring the most runs in
standout side of the tournament.
the season with a whopping total That being said, will Gujarat Tiof 863 runs in 17 games. On the
tans be able to claim their second
other hand, from the same team,
victory next year with such a
Yuzvendra Chahal achieved the
dominating squad?
Purple Cap by claiming a total of
27 wickets—the most throughout the season.
From the Royal Challengers
Bangalore, all-rounder Dinesh
Karthik had a spectacular season. He was awarded with the
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A Letter from the Editor
was accomplished.
Donovan
Martin ’22
Chief Editor
Dear readers,
This will be my final issue of The
Crusader News. And though I’m
saddened that my time has come
to a close, I’m filled with elation
and pride by all the work that

Under the four issues I edited,
we produced over 150 invigorating articles in our Politics, Arts
& Culture, Religion, Science
& Tech., Sports, and School
Life sections. We also featured
over 40 student-taken and student-made photos, works of art,
crosswords and comics.
Our website and former Chief
Editor James Brennan’s creation,
thecrusadernews.ca, has reached
over 10,000 views! A special

thanks to James for ‘getting the
ball rolling again with the newspaper. We were able to keep that
momentum, for, at the end of
2021, we had 35 members on the
news team. Now, we have over
90 contributors, all making the
paper wonderful. This makes
The Crusader News the largest of
all St. Paul’s clubs, committees,
and teams.
I thoroughly enjoyed your
wide-ranging interests and
writing abilities. If you missed
editions, remember that they’re
all available on our
website.
I’d like to thank the
editors of the class
of ’22 for all the late
nights spent over
Teams ensuring each
issue was formidable.

Editors Oscar Lavitt and Caleb
Pereira of the class of ’23 are,
too, excellent at their jobs, and
they shall continue to keep our
School Life and Sports sections
captivating.
Finally, Ilia Mehr Bakhsh has
been incredible as both our
Religion Editor and our Deputy
Editor. With him, the magnificent moderator Mr. Broadhurst,
our editors, and contributors,
The Crusader News is in good
hands.
If you are interested in contributing to a future issue, contact
Ilia, as we’d love to have you on
board. You can write about virtually anything that interests you.
Thank you, readers, writers,
contributors, distributors, and
everyone involved in The Crusader News.

Alec Compton,
Jackson Gordon, and
Emmitt Wilson are not
Happy reading and have a wononly competent, but
derful summer.
commendable writers
and only great things
Donovan
are in their future.

Student Showcase: Picture Perfect Portraits
Ilia Mehr Bakhsh
’23
Religion &
Deputy Editor

“Emma Stone”

Carson Cabredo ’23
Contributor

“LeBron James”
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Student Showcase: A Night with Shakespeare
“Shakespeare Himself ”

Luke Perrett ’24
Contributor

“The Battle of Tybalt and Mercutio”

“Poor Yorick”

“A Corpulent, Impudent, Embossed Rascal”

“Double Double, Toil and Trouble”

15

Student Showcase: The Wonderful Walk
Yash Varma ’24
Contributor

“The March Together”

“An Easy W for Vassili”

Yazan Abusaleh ’22

Vassili Caravelis ’22
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The Crusader News — Diversions
Cru Crossword #7
Across
7. Things are rather peculiar in Hawkins, but perhaps you’ve seen ___
9. Captain of the Enterprise in Strange New Worlds
10. The society of 5 men controlling the world since 1347
11. Oscar Isaac plays Marc Spector, Steven Grant,
and this titular character
14. The last name of the semi-magical family in Encanto
15. What rangers Chip and Dale are meant to do
16. The profession Ncuti Gatwa is soon to have
18. Brand of glasses worn in Top Gun
19. After a striking performance in King Richard, Best
Actor at the 94th Oscars
20. Love Death + ___
Down
1. __ Everywhere, All at Once
2. First name of the Mexican actress who plays America
Chavez
3. Hank of Paws of Fury: The Legend of Hank, will be
played by ___ Cera
4. Red panda-monium ensues in this film
5. Where you’ll go if you repeat the crude humour in
this Big Mouth spin-off
6. The red echidna in Sonic 2
8. The hero name of the MCU’s 2nd super-lawyer
12. Crack open a cold one with Billy, Hughie, MM, and
Frenchie, AKA ___
13. ‘It’s Morbin time,’ is falsely attributed to this film
17. Not he, she, they, nor I are stalkers, perhaps this
pronoun is

Toe Toe
Moo ’24
Cartoonist
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Find the answers at
thecrusadernews.ca/jun2022crossword
Crossword by: Donovan Martin ’22
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